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This book is dedicated to you.

Before you were born, God planned this moment in
your life. It is no accident that you are reading this
book. God lonygs for you to discover the life he created
you to live—here on earth, and forever in eternity.

1ts in Christ that we find out who we are and
what we arve living for. Long before we first heard
of Christ, ... be had his eye on us, had designs on us
for glovious living, part of the overall purpose he is
working out in everything and everyone.

Ephesians 1:11 (Msg)

I am grateful to the hundreds of writers and teachers,

both classical and contemporary, who have shaped my

life and helped me learn these truths. I thank God and
you for the privilege of sharing them with you.
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A JOURNEY
WITH PURPOSE

CGetting the Most from This Book

This is more than a book; it is a guide to &0-day spiritual
journeythat will enable you to discover the answer to lifeOs most
important question: What on earth am | here for? By the end of
this journey you will know GodOs purpose for your life and will
understand the big pictureNhow all the pieces of your life fit
together. Having this perspective will reduce your stress, simplify
your decisions, increase your satisfaction, and, most important,
prepare you for eternity.

Your Next 40 Days

Today the average life span is 25,550 days. ThatOs how long
you will live if you are typical. DonOt you think it would be a wise
use of time to set aside 40 of those days to figure out what God
wants you to do with the rest of them?

The Bible is clear that God considers 40 days a spiritually
significant time period. Whenever God wanted to prepare
someone for his purposes, he took 40 days:

A Journey with Purpose 9



N oahOs life was transformed by 40 days of rain.

Moses was transformed by 40 days on Mount Sinai.

The spies were transformed by 40 days in the Promised Land.
David was transformed by GoliathOs 40-day challenge.
Elijah was transformed when God gave him 40 days of
strength from a single meal.

T he entire city of Nineveh was transformed when God gave
the people 40 days to change.

Jesus was empowered by 40 days in the wilderness.

¥ The disciples were transformed by 40 days with Jesus after
his resurrection.

K K K K K

#

#

The next 40 days will transformyour life.

This book is divided into 40 brief chapters. | strongly urge you
to read only one chapter a dagg you will have time tothink about
the implications for your life. The Bible saysQOLet God transform
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will
know what God wants you to dé.O

One reason most books donOt transform us is that we are so
eager to read the next chapter, we donOt pause and take the time
to seriously consider what we have just read. We rush to the next
truth without reflecting on what we have learned.

DonOt justreadthis book. Interact with it. Underline it.

Write your own thoughts in the margins. Make ityour book.
Personalize it! The books that have helped me most are the ones
that | reacted to, not just read.

Four Features to Help You

At the end of each chapter is a section called OThinking about
My Purpose.O There you will find:

¥ A Pointto Ponder. This is a nugget of truth that summarizes
a principle of purpose-driven living that you can reflect on
throughout your day. Paul told Timothy, OReflect on what |
am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all thig.O

The Purpose-Driven Life 10



¥ A Verse to Remember. This is a Bible verse that teaches a
truth from that chapter. If you really want to improve your
life, memorizing Scripture may be the most important habit
you can begin. You can either copy these verses onto small
cards to carry with you, or purchase &urpose-Driven Life
Scripture Keeper Plus

¥ A Question to Consider. These questions will help you
think about the implications of what you have read and how
it applies to you personally. Let me encourage you to write
your answers in the margin of this book or in a notebook, or
obtain a copy of The Purpose-Driven Life Journag
companion book designed for this purpose. Writing down
your thoughts is the best way to clarify them.

In appendix 1 you will find:

¥ Discussion Questions. | strongly urge you to get one or
more friends to join you in reading this book during the
next 40 days. A journey is always better when it ghared.
With a partner or a small reading group you can discuss what
you read and bounce ideas off each other. This will help you
grow stronger and deeper spiritually. Real spiritual growth is
neveran isolated, individualistic pursuit. Maturity is
produced through relationships and community.

The best way to explain GodOs purpose for your life is to allow
the Scripture to speak for itself, so in this book the Bible is
guoted extensively using over a thousand different verses from
fifteen English translations and paraphrases. | have varied the
versions used for several important reasons, which | explain in
appendix 3.

| Have Been Praying for You

As | wrote this book, | often prayed that you would experience
the incredible sense of hope, energy, and joy that comes from
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discovering what God put you on this planet to do. ThereOs
nothing quite like it. | am excited because | know all the great
things that are going to happen to you. They happened to me,

and | have never been the same since | discovered the purpose of
my life.

Because | know the benefits, | want to challenge you to stick
with this spiritual journey for the next 40 days, not missing a
single daily reading. Your life is worth taking the time to think
about it. Make it a daily appointment on your schedule. If you
will commit to this, letOs sign a covenant together. There is
something significant about signing your name to a commitment.
If you get a partner to read through this with you, have him or
her sign it, too. LetOs get started together!

The Purpose-Driven Life 12



My Covenant

With God’s help, I commit the next 40 days of my
life to discovering God’s purpose for my life.

Your name

Partner’s name

oo Yy

Rick Warren

“Two are better off than one, because together they
can work more effectively. If one of them falls down,
the other can help himup ... Two people can resist
an attack that would defeat one person alone.

A rope made of three cords is hard to break.”
Ecclesiastes 4:8Y)







WHAT ON EARTH
AM | HERE FOR?

A life devoted to things is a dead life, a stump;
a God-shaped life is a flourishing tree.
Proverbs 11:28 (Msg)

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord....
They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with
roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees
are not bothered by the heat or worried by long
months of drought. Their leaves stay green,
and they go right on producing delicious fruit.

Jeremah 17:7D8 (NLT)






it All Starts with God

For everything, absolutely everything,
above and below, visible and invisible, ...
everything got started in him and
finds its purpose in him.
Colossians 1:16 (Msg)

Unless you assume a God, the question
of lifeOs purpose is meaningless.

Bertrand Russell, atheist

1tOs not about you.

The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal
fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even your happiness. 1tOs far
greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams
and ambitions. If you want to know why you were placed on this
planet, you must begin with God. You were bornbyhis purpose
and for his purpose.

The search for the purpose of life has puzzled people for
thousands of years. ThatOs because we typically begin at the
wrong starting pointNourselves. We ask self-centered questions
like What do | want to be? What should do with mylife? What
aremy goals,my ambitions, my dreams formy future? But
focusing on ourselves will never reveal our lifeOs purpose. The
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Bible saysQlt is God who directs the lives of his creatures; everyoneOs
life is in his power.O
Contrary to what many popular books, movies, and seminars
tell you, you wonOt discover your lifeOs meaning by looking
. within yourself. YouOve probably
tried that already. You didnOt create

Focusing on ourselves Mﬂurself, so there is no way you
can tell yourself what you were

never reveal our lifeOs PULRBSSH for! If | handed you an

s - invention you had nNever see'n
before, you wouldnOt know its
purpose, and the invention itself wouldnOt be able to tell you
either. Only the creator or the ownerOs manual could reveal its
purpose.

| once got lost in the mountains. When | stopped to ask for
directions to the campsite, | was told, ®ou anOt get there from
here.You must start from the other side of the mountain!O In the
same way, you cannot arrive at your lifeOs purpose by starting with
a focus on yourself. You must begin with God, your Creator. You
exist only because God wills that you exist. You were madby
God and for GodNand until you understand that, life will never
make sense. It is only in God that we discover our origin, our
identity, our meaning, our purpose, our significance, and our
destiny. Every other path leads to a dead end.

Many people try to use God for their own self-actualization,
but that is a reversal of nature and is doomed to failure. You
were made for God, not vice versa, and life is about letting God
use you forhispurposes, not your using him for your own
purpose. The Bible saysQObsession with self in these matters is a
dead end; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a
spacious, free lifezO

| have read many books that suggest ways to discover the
purpose of my life. All of them could be classified as Oself-helpO
books because they approach the subject from a self-centered
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viewpoint. Self-help books, even Christian ones, usually offer the
same predictable steps to finding your lifeOs purpose: Consider
your dreams. Clarify your values. Set some goals. Figure out what
you are good at. Aim high. Go for it! Be disciplined. Believe you
can achieve your goals. Involve others. Never give up.

Of course, these recommendations often lead to great success.
You can usually succeed in reaching a goal if you put your mind
to it. But being successful and fulfilling your lifeOs purpose anet
at all the same issue! You could reach all your personal goals,
becoming a raving success by the worldOs standard, atildi miss
the purposes for which God created you. You need more than
self-help advice. The Bible say§)Self-help is no help at all. Self-
sacrifice is the way, my way, to finding yourself, your true self.O

This is not a self-help book. It is not about finding the right
career, achieving your dreams, or planning your life. It is not about
how to cram more activities into an overloaded schedule. Actually,
it will teach you how to do lessn lifeNby focusing on what
matters most. It is about becoming whatGodcreated you to be.

How, then, do you discover the purpose you were created for?
You have only two options. Your first option isspeculationThis is
what most people choose. They conjecture, they guess, they
theorize. When people say, OlOve P
always thought life is ... ,O they
mean, OThis is the best guess I can Yoy were made by God and
come up with.O

For thousands of years, brilliant
philosophers have discussed and that, life will never make sen
speculated about the meaning of
life. Philosophy is an important SN
subject and has its uses, but when it comes to determining the
purpose of life, even the wisest philosophers are just guessing.

Dr. Hugh Moorhead, a philosophy professor at Northeastern
lllinois University, once wrote to 250 of the best-known
philosophers, scientists, writers, and intellectuals in the world,

GodNand until you understar
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asking them, OWhat is the meaning of life?O He then published
their responses in a book. Some offered their best guesses, some
admitted that they just made up a purpose for life, and others
were honest enough to say they were clueless. In fact, a number
of famous intellectuals asked Professor Moorhead to write back
and tell them if he discovered the purpose of lifé!

Fortunately, there is an alternative to speculation about the
meaning and purpose of life. ItOsevelation.We can turn to what
God has revealed about life in his Word. The easiest way to
discover the purpose of an invention is to ask the creator of it.
The same is true for discovering your lifeOs purpose: Ask God.

God has not left us in the dark to wonder and guess. He has
clearly revealed his five purposes for our lives through the Bible.
It is our OwnerOs Manual, explaining why we are alive, how life
works, what to avoid, and what to expect in the future. It explains
what no self-help or philosophy book could know. The Bible says,
OGodOs wisdom ... goes deep into the interior of his purposes.. .. ItOs

not the latest message, but more like the oldestNwhat

I 5968 God determined as the way to bring out his best inus.O
IT ALL God is not just the starting point of your life; he is

STARTS the sourceof it. To discover your purpose in life you
WITH must turn to GodOs Word, not the worldOs wisdom.
GOD You must build your life on eternal truths, not pop

psychology, success-motivation, or inspirational
stories. The Bible saysQItOs in Christ that we find out who we are
and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and
got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious
living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything
and everyone. ©OThis verse gives us three insights into your
purpose.

1. You discover your identity and purpose through a
relationship with Jesus Christ. If you donOt have such a
relationship, | will later explain how to begin one.

The Purpose-Driven Life 20



2. God was thinking of you long before you ever thought
about him. His purpose for your life predates your
conception. He planned it before you
existed,without your input! You may
choose your career, your spouse, your
hobbies, and many other parts of
your life, but you donOt get to choose
your purpose.

3. The purpose of your life fits into a much
larger, cosmic purpose that God has designed for
eternity. ThatOs what this book is about.

Andrei Bitov, a Russian novelist, grew up under an atheistic
Communist regime. But God got his attention one dreary day.
He recalls, Oln my twenty-seventh year, while riding the metro in
Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) | was overcome with a despair so
great that life seemed to stop at once, preempting the future
entirely, let alone any meaning. Suddenly, all by itself, a phrase
appearedWithout God life makes no sen&epeating it in
astonishment, | rode the phrase up like a moving staircase, got
out of the metro and walked into GodOs light.O

You may have felt in the dark aboutyour purpose in life.
Congratulations, youOre about to walk into the light.

|~cav~ —_———— —_——— . —

! Day One

’ Thinking about My Purpose
Point to Ponder: [tOs not about me.

|

|

|

Verse to Remember: OEverything got started in him
and finds its purpose in him.@olossians 1:16b (Msg) ;

‘ Question to Consider: In spite of all the advertising

' around me, how can | remind myself that life is really
about living for God, not myself?

5 = = e et et S G
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You Are Not an Accident

| am your Creator. You were in my care
even before you were born.
Isaiah 44:2aGEV)

God doesnCt play dice.
Albert Einstein

You are not an accident.

Your birth was no mistake or mishap, and your life is no fluke
of nature. Your parents may not have planned you, but God did.
He was not at all surprised by your birth. In fact, he expected it.

Long before you were conceived by your parents, you were
conceived in the mind of God. He thought of you first. It is not
fate, nor chance, nor luck, nor coincidence that you are
breathing at this very moment. You are alive because God
wanted to create you! The Bible says)The Lord will fulfill his
purpose for melO

God prescribed every single detail of your body. He
deliberately chose your race, the color of your skin, your hair, and
every other feature. He custom-made your body just the way he
wanted it. He also determined the natural talents you would
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possess and the uniqueness of your personality. The Bible says,
OYou know me inside and out, you know every bone in my body; You
know exactly how | was made, bit by bit, how | was sculpted from
nothing into something.®

Because God made you for a reason, he also decidedenyou
would be born and how longyou would live. He planned the days
of your life in advance, choosing the exact time of your birth and
death. The Bible saysQYou saw me before | was born and scheduled
each day of my life before | began to breathe. Every day was recorded
in your Book!®

God also plannedwhereyouOd be born and where youOd live for
his purpose. Your race and nationality are no accident. God left
no detail to chance. He planned it all forhispurpose. The Bible
says OFrom one man he made every nation, . .. and he determined
the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.O
Nothing in your life is arbitrary. ItOs all for a purpose.

Most amazing, God decidedhowyou would be born.

Regardless of the circumstances of your birth or who your parents
are, God had a plan in creating you. It doesnOt matter whether
your parents were good, bad, or indifferent. God knew that those
two individuals possessedxactlythe right genetic makeup to
create the custom OyouO he had in mind. They had the DNA God
wanted to make you.

While there are illegitimate parents, there are no illegitimate
children. Many children are e
unplanned by their parents, but
they are not unplanned by God. Long before you were concel
GodOs purpose took into account

human error, and even sin. by your parents, you were

God never does anything conceived in the mind of Go
accidentally, and he never makes
mistakes. He has a reason for TN -

everything he creates. Every plant and every animal was planned
by God, and every person was designed with a purpose in mind.
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GodOs motive for creating you was his love. The Bible sa§d,0ng
before he laid down earthOs foundations, he had us in mind, had
settled on us as the focus of his I6ve.O

God was thinking of you evenbeforehe made the world. In
fact, thatOs why he created it! God designed this planetOs
environment just so we could live in it. We are the focus of his
love and the most valuable of all his creation. The Bible says,
OGod decided to give us life through the word of truth so we might be
the most important of all the things he madé This is how much
God loves and values you!

God is not haphazard; he planned it all with great precision.
The more physicists, biologists, and other scientists learn about
the universe, the better we understand how it is uniquely suited
for our existence, custom-made with theexactspecifications that
make human life possible.

Dr. Michael Denton, senior research fellow in human
molecular genetics at the University of Otago in New Zealand,
has concluded, OAIll the evidence available in the biological
sciences supports the core proposition . . . that the cosmos is a
specially designed whole with life and mankind as its
fundamental goal and purpose, a whole in which all facets of

reality have their meaning and explanation in this
central fact.® The Bible said the same thing
thousands of years earlie©God formed the
earth. ... He did not create it to be empty
but formed it to be inhabited.©

Why did God do all this? Why did he

bother to go to all the trouble of creating a
universe for us? Because he is a God of love. This kind of love is
difficult to fathom, but itOs fundamentally reliable. You were
created as a special object of GodOs love! God made you so he
could love you. This is a truth to build your life on.

The Bible tells us,0God is lové® It doesnOt say Gotiaslove.
He islove! Love is the essence of GodOs character. There is perfect
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love in the fellowship of the Trinity, so God didn’t need to create
you. He wasn’t lonely. But he wanted to make you in order to
express his love. God says, “I have carried you since
you were born; I have taken care of you from your

't $%&
birth. Even when you arve old, I will be the same. Even YOU ARE
when your hair has turned gray, I will take care of NOT AN
you. I made you and will take care of you.”1° ACCIDENT

If there was no God, we would all be
“accidents,” the result of astronomical random
chance in the universe. You could stop reading this book, because
life would have no purpose or meaning or significance. There
would be no right or wrong, and no hope beyond your brief years
here on earth.

But there zs a God who made you for a reason, and your life
has profound meaning! We discover that meaning and purpose
only when we make God the reference point of our lives. The
Message paraphrase of Romans 12:3 says, “The only accurate
way to understand ourselves is by what God is and by what he does
for us.”

This poem by Russell Kelfer sums it up:

You are who you are for a reason.

You’re part of an intricate plan.

You’re a precious and perfect unique design,
Called God’s special woman or man.

You look like you look for a reason.
Our God made no mistake.

He knit you together within the womb,
You’re just what he wanted to make.

The parents you had were the ones he chose,

And no matter how you may feel,

They were custom-designed with God’s plan in mind,
And they bear the Master’s seal.
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No, that trauma you faced was not easy.
And God wept that it hurt you so;

But it was allowed to shape your heart
So that into his likeness you’d grow.

You are who you are for a reason,
You’ve been formed by the Master’s rod.
You are who you are, beloved,

Because there is a God!!!

AT e — e et - —
Day Two
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder: 1 am not an accident.

Verse to Remember: Ol am your Creator. You were in
my care even before you were borisdxh 44:2 (CEV) |

——— M. ———————
-

Question to Consider: Knowing that God uniquely
created me, what areas of my personality, background,

- —

and physical appearance am I struggling to accept?
3 = — 2 s e —— A
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What Drives Your Life?

| observed that the basic motive for success
is the driving force of envy and jealousy!
Ecclesiastes 4:4 (LB)

The man without a purpose is like
a ship without a rudderNa waif,
a nothing, a no man.

Thomas Carlyle

EveryoneOs life is driven by something.

Most dictionaries define the verbdrive as Oto guide, to control,
or to direct.O Whether you are driving a car, a nail, or a golf ball,
you are guiding, controlling, and directing it at that moment.
What is the driving force in your life?

Right now you may be driven by a problem, a pressure, or a
deadline. You may be driven by a painful memory, a haunting
fear, or an unconscious belief. There are hundreds of
circumstances, values, and emotions that can drive your life. Here
are five of the most common ones:

Many people are driven by guilt. They spend their entire lives
running from regrets and hiding their shame. Guilt-driven people
are manipulated by memories. They allow their past to control
their future. They often unconsciously punish themselves by
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sabotaging their own success. When Cain sinned, his guilt
disconnected him from GodOs presence, and God satYou will
be a restless wanderer on the eartii.@at describes most people
today Nwandering through life without a purpose.

We are products of our past, but we donOt have to be prisoners
of it. GodOs purpose is not limited by your past. He turned a
murderer named Moses into a leader and a coward named Gideon
into a courageous hero, and he can do amazing things with the
rest of your life, too. God specializes in giving people a fresh start.
The Bible saysOWhat happiness for those whose guilt has been
forgiven! ... What relief for those who have confessed their sins and
God has cleared their record.O

Many people are driven by resentment and anger. They hold
on to hurts and never get over them. Instead of releasing their
pain through forgiveness, they rehearse it over and over in their
minds. Some resentment-driven peopl®clam up@nd internalize
their anger, while othersOblow up@nd explode it onto others.

Both responses are unhealthy and unhelpful.

Resentment always hurts you more than it does the person you
resent. While your offender has probably forgotten the offense
and gone on with life, you continue to stew in your pain,
perpetuating the past.

Listen: Those who have hurt you in the past cannot continue
to hurt you now unless/ou hold on to the pain through
resentment. Your past is past! Nothing will change it. You are
only hurting yourself with your bitterness. For your own sake,
learn from it, and then let it go. The Bible saysOTo worry yourself
to death with resentment would be a foolish, senseless thing o do.O

Many people are driven by fear. Their fears may be a result of
a traumatic experience, unrealistic expectations, growing up in a
high-control home, or even genetic predisposition. Regardless of
the cause, fear-driven people often miss great opportunities
because theyOre afraid to venture out. Instead they play it safe,
avoiding risks and trying to maintain the status quo.

The Purpose-Driven Life 28



Fear is a self-imposed prison that will keep you from becoming
what God intends for you to be. Youmustmove against it with
the weapons of faith and love. The Bible say§)Well-formed love
banishes fear. Since fear is crippling, a fearful lifeNfear of death,
fear of judgmentNis one not yet fully formed in love.O

Many people are driven by materialism. Their desire to
acquire becomes the whole goal of their lives. This drive to always
want more is based on the misconceptions that having more will
make me more happy, more important, and more secure, but all
three ideas are untrue. Possessions only proviginporary
happiness. Because things do not change, we eventually become
bored with them and then want newer, bigger, better versions.

ItOs also a myth that if | get more, | will be more important.
Self-worth and net worth are not the same. Your value is not
determined by your valuables, and God says the most valuable
thingsin life are not things!

The most common myth about money is that having more will
make me more secure. It wonOt. Wealth can be lost instantly
through a variety of uncontrollable factors. Real security can only
be found in that which can never be taken from youNyour
relationship with God.

Many people are driven by the need for approval. They
allow the expectations of parents or
spouses or children or teachers or -
friends to control their lives. Many
adults are still trying to earn the
approval of unpleasable parents. knowing GodOs purposes for
Others are driven by peer pressure,
always worried by what others
might think. Unfortunately, those
who follow the crowd usually get
lost in it.

| donOt know all the keys to success, but one key to failure is to
try to please everyone. Being controlled by the opinions of others

Nothing matters more than

life, and nothing can compen
for not knowing them.

- S—
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is a guaranteed way to miss GodOs purposes for your life. Jesus
said, ONo one can serve two masters.O

There are other forces that can drive your life but all lead to the
same dead end: unused potential, unnecessary stress, and an
unfulfilled life.

This forty-day journey will show you how to live apurpose-
driven lifeNa life guided, controlled, and directed by GodOs
purposes. Nothing matters more than knowing GodOs purposes
for your life, and nothing can compensate for not knowing
themNnot success, wealth, fame, or pleasure. Without a
purpose, life is motion without meaning, activity without
direction, and events without reason. Without a purpose, life is
trivial, petty, and pointless.

The Benefits of Purpose-Driven Living

There are five great benefits of living a purpose-driven life:

Knowing your purpose gives meaning to your life.  We were
made to have meaning. This is why people try dubious methods,
like astrology or psychics, to discover it. When life has meaning,
you can bear almost anything; without it, nothing is bearable.

A young man in his twenties wrote, Ol feel like a failure
because IOm struggling to become something, and | donOt even

know what it is. All I know how to do is to get by.

' $9%&"( Someday, if | discover my purpose, 10l feel IOm
WHAT beginning to live.O

DRIVES Without God, life has no purpose, and without
YOUR purpose, life has no meaning. Without meaning, life
LIFE? has no significance or hope. In the Bible, many

different people expressed this hopelessness. Isaiah
complained, Ol have labored to no purpose; | have spent my strength
in vain and for nothing.C¢ Job said,OMy life drags byNday after
hopeless day@nd Ol give up; | am tired of living. Leave me alone.
My life makes no senséIhe greatest tragedy is not death, but life
without purpose.
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Hope is as essential to your life as air and water. You need hope
to cope. Dr. Bernie Siegel found he could predict which of his
cancer patients would go into remission by asking, ODo you want
to live to be one hundred?O Those with a deep
sense of life purpose answered yes and were
the ones most likely to survive. Hope comes
from having a purpose.

If you have felt hopeless, hold on!
Wonderful changes are going to happen in
your life as you begin to live it on purpose. God
saysOl know what | am planning for you. . .. Ol have
good plans for you, not plans to hurt you. I will give you hope and a
good future.OCrou may feel you are facing an impossible
situation, but the Bible saysOGod ... is able to do far more than
we would ever dare to ask or even dream ofNinfinitely beyond our
highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hdpes.O

Knowing your purpose simplifies your life. It defines what
you do and what you donOt do. Your purpose becomes the
standard you use to evaluate which activities are essential and
which arenOt. You simply ask, ODoes this activity help me fulfill
one of GodOs purposes for my life?0

Without a clear purpose you have no foundation on which you
base decisions, allocate your time, and use your resources. You
will tend to make choices based on circumstances, pressures, and
your mood at that moment. People who donOt know their
purpose try to do too muchNand that causes stress, fatigue, and
conflict.

It is impossible to do everything people want you to do. You
have just enough time to do GodOs wiill. If you canOt get it all
done, it means youOre trying to do more than God intended for
you to do (or, possibly, that youOre watching too much
television). Purpose-driven living leads to a simpler lifestyle and a
saner schedule. The Bible say©A pretentious, showy life is an
empty life; a plain and simple life is a full life.® It also leads to
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peace of mind:OYou, Lord, give perfect peace to those who keep their
purpose firm and put their trust in you.©
Knowing your purpose focuses your life. It concentrates
your effort and energy on whatOs important. You become effective
by being selective.
1tOs human nature to get distracted by minor issues. We play
Trivial Pursuit with our lives. Henry David Thoreau observed
that people live lives ofOquiet desperationfdt today a better
description isaimless distractionMany people are like gyroscopes,
spinning around at a frantic pace but never going anywhere.
Without a clear purpose, you will keep changing directions,
jobs, relationships, churches, or other externalsNhoping each
change will settle the confusion or fill the emptiness in your heart.
You think, Maybe this time it will be differentbut it doesnOt solve
your real problemNa lack of focus and purpose.
The Bible says©ODonOt live carelessly, unthinkingly. Make sure
you understand what the Master wants0
The power of focusing can be seen in light. Diffused light has
little power or impact, but you can concentrate its energy by
focusing it. With a magnifying glass, the rays of the sun can be
focused to set grass or paper on fire. When light is focused even
more as a laser beam, it can cut through steel.
P There is not.hing quit.e as potent
as a focused life, one lived on
aRgpose. The men and women who
_ _ have made the greatest difference in
impact, focus it! history were the most focused. For
o ‘ - instance, the apostle Paul almost
N single-handedly spread Christianity
throughout the Roman Empire. His secret was a focused life. He
said, Ol am focusing all my energies on this one thing: Forgetting the
past and looking forward to what lies aheadO
If you want your life to have impact,focust! Stop dabbling.
Stop trying to do it all. Do less. Prune away even good activities

If you want your life to h
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and do only that which matters most. Never confuse activity with
productivity. You can be busy without a purpose, but whatOs the
point? Paul said OLetOs keep focused on that goal, those of us who
want everything God has for usfO

Knowing your purpose motivates your life.  Purpose always
produces passion. Nothing energizes like a clear purpose. On the
other hand, passion dissipates when you lack a purpose. Just
getting out of bed becomes a major

) | gpa—

chore. It is usually meaningless
work, not overwork, that wears us You weren®t put on earth to
down, saps our strength, and robs
our joy,. remembered. You were put

George Bernard Shaw wrote, here to prepare for eternity.
OThis is the true joy of life: the
being used up for a purpose I -

recognized by yourself as a mighty one; being a force of nature
instead of a feverish, selfish little clot of ailments and grievances,
complaining that the world will not devote itself to making you
happy.O

Knowing your purpose prepares you for eternity.  Many
people spend their lives trying to create a lasting legacy on earth.
They want to be remembered when theyOre gone. Yet, what
ultimately matters most will not be what others say about your life
but what Godsays. What people fail to realize is that all
achievements are eventually surpassed, records are broken,
reputations fade, and tributes are forgotten. In college, James
DobsonOs goal was to become the schoolOs tennis champion. He
felt proud when his trophy was prominently placed in the schoolOs
trophy cabinet. Years later, someone mailed him that trophy. They
had found it in a trashcan when the school was remodeled. Jim
said, OGiven enough time, all your trophies will be trashed by
someone else!O

Living to create an earthly legacy is a short-sighted goal. A
wiser use of time is to build aneternallegacy. You werenOt put
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on earth to be remembered. You were put here to prepare for
eternity.

One day you will stand before God, and he will do an audit of
your life, a final exam, before you enter eternity. The Bible says,
ORemember, each of us will stand personally before the judgment seat
of God. ... Yes, each of us will have to give a personal account to
God.0s Fortunately, God wants us to pass this test, so he has
given us the questions in advance. From the Bible we can surmise
that God will ask us two crucial questions:

First, OWhat did you do with my Son, Jesus Chri&@®wonOt
ask about your religious background or doctrinal views. The only
thing that will matter is, did you accept what Jesus did for you
and did you learn to love and trust him? Jesus sai@| am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.@

Second,OWhat did you do with what | gave you®Mat did

you do with your lifeNall the gifts, talents,
opportunities, energy, relationships, and
resources God gave you? Did you spend
them on yourself, or did you use them for
the purposes God made you for?0
Preparing you for these two questions is
the goal of this book. The first question will
determine whereyou spend eternity. The second question
will determine what you ddn eternity. By the end of this book
you will be ready to answer both questions.
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Day Three
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder: Living on purpose is the path to
peace.

Verse to Remember: OYou, Lord, give perfect peace to
those who keep their purpose firm and put their trust in
you.Olsaiah 26:3 (TEV)

Question to Consider: What would my family and
friends say is the driving force of my life? What do |
want it to be?

- —_— — - — S

What on Earth Am | Here For?

35



Made to Last Forever

God has ... planted eternity
in the human heart.

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NLT)

Suely God would not have created such
a being as man to exist only for a day!
No, no, man was made for immortality.

Abraham Lincoln

This life is not all there is.

Life on earth is just the dress rehearsal before the real
production. You will spend far more time on the other side of
deathN in eternityN than you will here. Earth is the staging area,
the preschool, the tryout for your life in eternity. It is the practice
workout before the actual game; the warm-up lap before the race
begins. This life is preparation for the next.

At most, you will live a hundred years on earth, but you will
spend forever in eternity. Your time on earth is, as Sir Thomas
Browne said, Obut a small parenthesis in eternity.O You were made
to last forever.

The Bible saysOGod has ... planted eternity in the human
heart.G You have an inborn instinct that longs for immortality.
This is because God designed you, in his image, to live for
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eternity. Even though we know everyone eventually dies, death
always seems unnatural and unfair. The reason we feel we should
live forever is that God wired our brains with that desire!

One day your heart will stop beating. That will be the end of
your body and your time on earth, but it will not be the end of
you. Your earthly body is just a temporary residence for your
spirit. The Bible calls your earthly body a Otent,O but refers to
your future body as a Ohouse.O The Bible sagi/Vhen this tent we
live inNour body here on earthNis torn down, God will have a
house in heaven for us to live in, a home he himself has made, which
will last forever.®

While life on earth offers many choices, eternity offers only
two: heaven or hell. Your relationship to God on earth will
determine your relationship to him in eternity. If you learn to love
and trust GodOs Son, Jesus, you will be invited to spend the rest
of eternity with him. On the other hand, if you reject his love,
forgiveness, and salvation, you will spend eternity apart from God
forever.

C. S. Lewis said, OThere are two kinds of people: those who say
to God OThy will be donaf those to whom God saysQAll right
then, have it your way.G@agically, many people will have to
endure eternity without God because they chose to live without
him here on earth.

When you fully comprehend that there is more to life than just
here and now, and you realize that life is just preparation for
e.ternlty, you will pegln to.Il\./e | e
differently. You will start living in
light of eternity,and that will color
how you handle every relationship,
task, and circumstance. Suddenly Sfor the next.
many activities, goals, and even

. N
problems that seemed so important
will appear trivial, petty, and unworthy of your attention. The closer
you live to God, the smaller everything else appears.

This life is preparation
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When you live in light of eternity, your values change. You use
your time and money more wisely. You place a higher premium
on relationships and character instead of fame or wealth or
achievements or even fun. Your priorities are reordered. Keeping
up with trends, fashions, and popular values just doesnOt matter as
much anymore. Paul saidQI once thought all these things were so
very important, but now | consider them worthless because of what
Christ has done.©
If your time on earth were all there is to your life, | would
suggest you start living it up immediately. You could forget being
good and ethical, and you wouldnOt have to worry about any
consequences of your actions. You could indulge yourself in total
self-centeredness because your actions would have no long-term
P . repercussions. BlﬂtNand this makes
all the differenceNdeath is not the

When you live in light ofend of you! Death is not your
termination, but your transition

eternity, your values Chari] g'eternity, so there areeternal
—d N consequences to everythin.g you do
on earth. Every act of our lives
strikes some chord that will vibrate in eternity.

The most damaging aspect of contemporary living is short-
term thinking. To make the most of your life, you must keep the
vision of eternity continually in your mind and the value of it in
your heart. ThereOs far more to life than just here and now! Today
is the visible tip of the iceberg. Eternity is all the rest you donOt
see underneath the surface.

What is it going to be like in eternity with God? Frankly, the
capacity of our brains cannot handle the wonder and greatness of
heaven. It would be like trying to describe the Internet to an ant.
1tOs futile. Words have not been invented that could possibly
convey the experience of eternity. The Bible say®No mere man
has ever seen, heard or even imagined what wonderful things God
has ready for those who love the Ldrd.O
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However, God has given us glimpses of eternity in his Word.
We know that right now God is preparing an eternal home for us.
In heaven we will be reunited with loved ones who are believers,
released from all pain and suftering, rewarded for our

faithfulness on earth, and reassigned to do work that 't $9& (
we will enjoy doing. We wonOtie around on clouds MADE TO
with halos playing harps! We will enjoy unbroken LAST

FOREVER

tellowship with God, and he will enjoy us for an
unlimited, endless forever. One day Jesus will say,
OCome, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the wofld.O
C. S. Lewis captured the concept of eternity on the last page of
the Chronicles of Narnia, his seven-book children’s fiction series:
“For us this is the end of all the stories. . . . But for them it was
only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world . . .
had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were
beginning Chapter One of the Great Story, which no one on
earth has read, which goes on forever and in which every chapter
is better than the one before.”®
God has a purpose for your life on earth, but it doesn’t end
here. His plan involves far more than the few decades you will
spend on this planet. It’s more than “the opportunity of a
lifetime”; God ofters you an opportunity beyondrour lifetime.
The Bible says, O[GodOs] plans endure forever; his purposes last
eternally.0
The only time most people think about eternity is at funerals,
and then it’s often shallow, sentimental thinking, based on
ignorance. You may feel it’s morbid to think about death, but
actually it’s unhealthy to live in denial of death and not consider
what is inevitable.® Only a fool would go through life unprepared
for what we all know will eventually happen. You need to think
moreabout eternity, not less.
Just as the nine months you spent in your mother’s womb were
not an end in themselves but preparation for life, so this life is

What on Earth Am | Here For? 39



preparation for the next. If you have a relationship with God
through Jesus, you donOt need to fear death. It is the door to
eternity. It will be the last hour of your time on earth, but it
wonOt be the last of you. Rather than being the
end of your life, it will be your birthday into
eternal life. The Bible saysQThis world is not
our home; we are looking forward to our
everlasting home in heaver?.O
Measured against eternity, our time on
earth is just a blink of an eye, but the
consequences of it will last forever. The deeds of this life
are the destiny of the next. We should b®realizing that every
moment we spend in these earthly bodies is time spent away from our
eternal home in heaven with Jesug.®@ears ago a popular slogan
encouraged people to live each day as Othe first day of the rest of
your life.O Actually, it would be wiser to live each day as if it were
the last day of your life. Matthew Henry said, Olt ought to be the
business of every day to prepare for our final day.O

" et -
Day Four
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder: There is more to life than just here |

and now. I

Verse to Remember: OThis world is fading away, along
with everything it craves. But if you do the will of God, you |
will live forever.O1 John 2:17 (NLT) |

Question to Consider: Since | was made to last '
forever, what is the one thing | should stop doing and '
the one thing | should start doing today?

- - — - — e

The Purpose-Driven Life 40



Sesing Life from GodOs View

What is your life?
James 4:14b (NIV)

WedonCt see things as they are,
we see them as we are.

Anaes Nin

The way youseegyour life shapegour life.

How you define life determines your destiny. Your perspective
will influence how you invest your time, spend your money, use
your talents, and value your relationships.

One of the best ways to understand other people is to ask
them, OHow do you see your lifé&’@Q will discover that there are
as many different answers to that question as there are people.
IOve been told life is a circus, a minefield, a roller coaster, a puzzle,
a symphony, a journey, and a dance. People have said, OLife is a
carousel: Sometimes youOre up, sometimes youOre down, and
sometimes you just go round and roundO or Olife is a ten-speed
bicycle with gears we never useO or Olife is a game of cards: You
have to play the hand you are dealt.O

If I asked how you picture life, what image would come to your
mind? That image is youtife metaphorltOs the view of life that
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you hold, consciously or unconsciously, in your mind. [tOs your
description of how life works and what you expect from it. People
often express their life metaphors through clothes, jewelry, cars,
hairstyles, bumper stickers, even tattoos.

Your unspoken life metaphor influences your life more than
you realize. It determines your expectations, your values, your
relationships, your goals, and your priorities. For instance, if you
think life is a party, your primary value in life will behaving fun. If
you see life as a ra¢cgou will value speed@nd will probably be in a
hurry much of the time. If you view life as a marathon, you will
valueendurance.If you see life as a battle or a gamayinning will
be very important to you.

What is your view of life? You may be basing your life on a
faulty life metaphor. To fulfill the purposes God made you for,

you will have to challenge conventional wisdom and

1 $96&( replace it with the biblical metaphors of life. The Bible
SEEING says,0ODo not conform yourselves to the standards of this
LIFE world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete
FROM change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the

GODOS  will of God.G
VIEW The Bible offers three metaphors that teach us

GodOs view of life: Life is test,life is atrust, and life is
atemporary assignmeni hese ideas are the foundation of
purpose-driven living. We will look at the first two in this chapter
and the third one in the next.

Life on earth is a Test. This life metaphor is seen in stories
throughout the Bible. God continually tests peopleOs character,
faith, obedience, love, integrity, and loyalty. Words likdrials,
temptations, refining,and testingoccur more than 200 times in
the Bible. God tested Abraham by asking him to offer his son
Isaac. God tested Jacob when he had to work extra years to earn
Rachel as his wife.

Adam and Eve failed their test in the Garden of Eden, and
David failed his tests from God on several occasions. But the
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Bible also gives us many examples of people who passed a great
test, such as Joseph, Ruth, Esther, and Daniel.

Character is both developed and revealed by tests, aalll of
life is a test. You arealwaysbeing tested. God constantly watches
your response to people, problems, success, conflict, illness,
disappointment, and even the weather! He even watches the

simplest actions such as when you Y S
open a door for others, when you
pick up a piece of trash, or when Character is both developer
yogOre polite toward a clerk or and revealed by tests,
waitress.

We donOt know all the tests God and all of life is a test.

will give you, but we can predict

some of them, based on the Bible. — N R
You will be tested by major changes, delayed promises, impossible
problems, unanswered prayers, undeserved criticism, and even
senseless tragedies. In my own life | have noticed that God tests
my faith through problems, tests myhopeby how | handle
possessions, and tests nigvethrough people.

A very important test is how you act when you can@elGodOs
presence in your life. Sometimes God intentionally draws back,
and we donOt sense his closeness. A king named Hezekiah
experienced this test. The Bible say§God withdrew from
Hezekiah in order to test him and to see what was really in his
heart.3 Hezekiah had enjoyed a close fellowship with God, but at
a crucial point in his life God left him alone to test his character,
to reveal a weakness, and to prepare him for more responsibility.

When you understand that life is a test, you realize thatothing
Is insignificant in your life. Even the smallest incident has
significance for your character development&veryday is an
important day, and every second is a growth opportunity to
deepen your character, to demonstrate love, or to depend on
God. Some tests seem overwhelming, while others you donOt even
notice. But all of them have eternal implications.
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The good news is that God wants you to pass the tests of life,
so he never allows the tests you face to be greater than the grace
he gives you to handle them. The Bible say§)God keeps
his promise, and he will not allow you to be tested
beyond your power to remain firm; at the time
you are put to the test, he will give you the
strength to endure it, and so provide you with
a way out.Q
Every time you pass a test, God notices and
makes plans to reward you in eternity. James says,
OBlessed are those who endure when they are tested. When they pass
the test, they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to
those who love hint.0
Life on earth is a Trust. This is the second biblical metaphor
of life. Our time on earth and our energy, intelligence,
opportunities, relationships, and resources are all gifts from God
that he has entrusted to our care and management. We are
stewards of whatever God gives us. This concept of stewardship
begins with the recognition that God is the owner of everything
and everyone on earth. The Bible say§)The world and all that is
in it belong to the Lord; the earth and all who live on it are his.O
We never reallyown anything during our brief stay on earth.
God just loansthe earth to us while weOre here. It was GodOs
property before you arrived, and God will loan it to someone else
after you die. You just get to enjoy it for a while.
When God created Adam and Eve, he entrusted the care of his
creation to them and appointed them trustees of his property.
The Bible saysO[God] blessed them, and said, OHave many
children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth and
bring it under their control. | am putting you in charge.30
The first job God gave humans was to manage and take care of
GodOs Ostuff® on earth. This role has never been rescinded. It is a
part of our purpose today. Everything we enjoy is to be treated as
atrust that God has placed in our hands. The Bible say®What do
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you have that God hasnOt given you? And if all you have is from God,
why boast as though you have accomplished something on youtr own?0
Years ago, a couple let my wife and me use their beautiful,
beach-front home in Hawaii for a vacation. It was an experience
we could never have afforded, and we enjoyed it immensely. We
were told, OUse it just like itOs yours,O so we did! We swam in the
pool, ate the food in the refrigerator, used the bath towels and
dishes, and even jumped on the beds in fun! But we knew all
along that it wasnOteallyours, so we took special care of
everything. We enjoyed the benefits of using the home without
owning it.
Our culture says, OIf you donOt own it, you wonOt take care of
it.O But Christians live by a higher standard: OBecauSedowns
it, | must take the best care of it that | can.O The Bible says,
OThose who are trusted with something valuable must show they are
worthy of that trust.® Jesus often referred to life as a trust and
told many stories to illustrate this responsibility toward God. In
the story of the talents? a businessman entrusts his wealth to the
care of his servants while heOs away. When he returns, he evaluates
each servantOs responsibility and rewards them accordingly. The
owner saysOWell done, good and faithful servant! You have been
faithful with a few things; I will put P .
you in charge of many things. Come
and share your masterOs happinéss.0  The more God gives you,
At the end of your life on earth
you will be evaluated and rewarded
according to how well you handled expects you to be.
what God entrusted to you. That
meanseverythingyou do, even SN
simple daily chores, has eternal implications. If you treat
everything as drust, God promises three rewards in eternity.
First, you will be given GodOaffirmation: He will say, OGood
job! Well done!O Next, you will receive goromotionand be given
greater responsibility in eternity: Ol will put you in charge of

the more responsible he
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many things.O Then you will be honored with aelebration:
OCome and share your MasterOs happiness.O

Most people fail to realize that money is both gestand atrust
from God. God uses finances to teach us to trust him, and for
many people, money is the greatest test of all. God watches how
we use money to test how trustworthy we are. The Bible say®|f
you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with
the true riches of heavert?O

This is a very important truth. God says there is a direct
relationship between how | use my money and the quality of my
spiritual life. How | manage my money Qworldly wealth®
determines how much God can trust me with spiritual blessings
(Otrue richesOLet me ask you: Is the way you manage your
money preventing God from doing more in your life? Can you be
trusted with spiritual riches?

Jesus saidDFrom everyone who has been given much, much will be
demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much,
much more will be askedCLife is a test and a trust, and the more
God gives you, the more responsible he expects you to be.

P - S ——
Day Five
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder: Life is a test and a trust.

Verse to Remember: OUnless you are faithful in small '
matters, you wonOt be faithful in large ones.O
Luke 16:10a (NLT) i

Question to Consider: What has happened to me 1
recently that | now realize was a test from God? What
are the greatest matters God has entrusted to me?

- —— - - EE— ., . O ™
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Life Is a Temporary
Assignment

Lod, remind me how brief my time on
earth will be. Remind me that my days are
numbered, and that my life is fleeing away.

Psalm 39:4 (NLT)

| am here on earth for just a little while.
Psalm 119:19 (TEV)

Life on earth is a temporary assignment.

The Bible is full of metaphors that teach about the brief,
temporary, transient nature of life on earth. Life is described as
a mist, a fast runner, a breathand a wisp of smok&he Bible says,
OFor we were born but yesterdayOur days on earth are as
transient as a shadow!O

To make the best use of your life, you must never forget two
truths: First, compared with eternity, life is extremely brief.
Second, earth is only a temporary residence. You wonOt be here
long, so donOt get too attached. Ask God to help you see life on
earth as he sees it. David praye@Lord, help me to realize how brief
my time on earth will be. Help me to know that | am here for but a
moment more.®
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Repeatedly the Bible compares life on earth to temporarily
living in a foreign country. This is not your permanent home or
final destination. You’re just passing through, just visiting earth.
The Bible uses terms like alien, pilgrim, foreigner, stranger,
visitor, and traveler to describe our brief stay on earth. David
said, “I am but o foreigner here on earth,”? and Peter explained,
“If you call God your Father, live your time as temporary vesidents
on earth.”*

In California, where I live, many people have moved from
other parts of the world to work here, but they keep their
citizenship with their home country. They are required to carry a
visitor registration card (called a “green card”), which allows
them to work here even though they aren’t citizens. Christians
should carry spiritual green cards to remind us that our
citizenship is in heaven. God says his children are to think
differently about life from the way unbelievers do. “All they think
about is this life bere on earth. But we ave citizens of heaven, where
the Lovd Jesus Christ lives.”> Real believers understand that there is
far more to life than just the few years we live on this planet.

Your identity is in eternity, and your homeland is heaven. When
you grasp this truth, you will stop worrying about “having it all”

on earth. God is very blunt about
\LD~ —— .
the danger of living for the bere and
Your identity is in eternity, &4ffg"d adopting the values,

_ priorities, and lifestyles of the world
your homeland is heaveflound us. When we flirt with the
temptations of this world, God calls

——————

“You’re cheating on God. If all you want is your own way, flirting

it spiritual adultery. The Bible says,

with the world every chance you get, you end up enemies of God and
his way.”°

Imagine if you were asked by your country to be an
ambassador to an enemy nation. You would probably have to
learn a new language and adapt to some customs and cultural
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differences in order to be polite and to accomplish your mission.
As an ambassador you would not be able to isolate yourself from
the enemy. To fulfill your mission, you would have to have
contact and relate to them.

But suppose you became so comfortable with this foreign
country that you fell in love with it, preferring it to your
homeland. Your loyalty and commitment would
change. Your role as an ambassador would be

DAY SIX:
compromised. Instead of representing your LIEE IS A
home country, you would start acting like the TEMPORARY
enemy. YouOd be a traitor. ASSIGNMENT

The Bible saysOWe are ChristOs ambassadors.(
Sadly, many Christians have betrayed their King
and his kingdom. They have foolishly concluded that because
they live on earth, itOs their home. It is not. The Bible is clear:
OFriends, this world is not your home, so donOt make yourselves cozy
in it. DonOt indulge your ego at the expense of your $0Bb®
warns us to not get too attached to whatOs around us because it is
temporary. WeOre toldDThose in frequent contact with the things of
the world should make good use of them without becoming attached
to them, for this world and all it contains will pass away.O

Compared with other centuries, life has never been easier for
much of the Western world. We are constantly entertained,
amused, and catered to. With all the fascinating attractions,
mesmerizing media, and enjoyable experiences available today, itOs
easy to forget that the pursuit of happiness is not what life is
about. Only as we remember that life is a test, a trust, and a
temporary assignment will the appeal of these things lose their
grip on our lives. We are preparing for something even better.
OThe things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But the things
we canOt see now will last forevér.O

The fact that earth is not our ultimate home explains why, as
followers of Jesus, we experience difficulty, sorrow, and rejection
in this world. ! It also explains why some of GodOs promises seem
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unfulfilled, some prayers seem unanswered, and some
circumstances seem unfair. This is not the end of the story.

In order to keep us from becoming too attached to earth, God
allows us to feel a significant amount of discontent and
dissatisfaction in life Nlongings that will neverbe fulfilled on this
side of eternity. WeOre not completely happy here because weOre
not supposed to be! Earth is not our final home; we were created
for something much better.

A fish would never be happy living on land, because it was
made for water. An eagle could never feel satisfied if it wasnOt

P allowed to fly. Yoy will never feel
completely satisfied on earth,
Earth is not our final hom@e,cause you were made for more.
You will have happy moments here,
we were created for but nothing compared with what
something much betterGod has planned for you.
Realizing that life on earth is just

I A — a temporary assignment should
radically alter your values. Eternal values, not temporal ones,
should become the deciding factors for your decisions. As C. S.
Lewis observed, OAIl that is not eternal is eternally useless.O The
Bible saysOWe fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal.32

It is a fatal mistake to assume that GodOs goal for your life is
material prosperity or popular success, as the world defines it. The
abundant life has nothing to do with material abundance, and
faithfulness to God does not guarantee success in a career or even
in ministry. Never focus on temporary crowns?

Paul was faithful, yet he ended up in prison. John the Baptist
was faithful, but he was beheaded. Millions of faithful people
have been martyred, have lost everything, or have come to the
end of life with nothing to show for it. But the end of life is not
the end!
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In GodOs eyes, the greatest heroes of faith are not those who
achieve prosperity, success, and power in this life, but those who
treat this life as a temporary assignment and serve
faithfully, expecting their promised reward in
eternity. The Bible says this about GodOs P
Hall of Fame: OAIl these great people died in AZEE RS :
faith. They did not get the things that God >
promised his people, but they saw them coming
far in the future and were glad. They said they
were like visitors and strangers on earth. ... they were
waiting for a better countryNa heavenly country. So God is not
ashamed to be called their God, because he has prepared a city for
them.O* Your time on earth is not the complete story of your life.
You must wait until heaven for the rest of the chapters. It takes
faith to live on earth as a foreigner.

An old story is often repeated of a retiring missionary coming
home to America on the same boat as the president of the United
States. Cheering crowds, a military band, a red carpet, banners,
and the media welcomed the president home, but the missionary
slipped off the ship unnoticed. Feeling self-pity and resentment,
he began complaining to God. Then God gently reminded him,
OBut my child,youOre not home .yt

You will not be in heaven two seconds before you cry out,

OWhy did | place so much importance on things that were so
temporaryaVhat was | thinking? Why did | waste so much time,
energy, and concern on what wasnOt going to last?0

When life gets tough, when youOre overwhelmed with doubt,
or when you wonder if living for Christ is worth the effort,
remember that you are not home yet. At death you wonOt leave
homeNyouOllgohome.
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, Day Six
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder: This world is not my home.
1
Verse to Remember: OSo we fix our eyes not on what is '

seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal.DCorinthians 4:18 (NIV) ;

l
|
! Question to Consider: How should the fact that life
' onearthis just a temporary assignment change the way
| am living right now? '

- —— - R - — 0 — ——
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The Reason for Everything

Everything comes from God alone.
Everything lives by his power,
and everything is for his glory.

Romans 11:36 (LB)

The Lord has made everything
for his own purposes.
Proverbs 16:4 (NLT)

1tOs all for him.

The ultimate goal of the universe is to show the glory of God.
It is the reason for everything that exists, including you. God
made itall for his glory. Without GodOs glory, there would be
nothing.

What is the glory of God? It is who God is. It is the essence of
his nature, the weight of his importance, the radiance of his
splendor, the demonstration of his power, and the atmosphere of
his presence. GodOs glory is the expression of his goodness and all
his other intrinsic, eternal qualities.

Where is the glory of God? Just look aroundEverything
created by God reflects his glory in some way. We see it
everywhere, from the smallest microscopic form of life to the
vast Milky Way, from sunsets and stars to storms and seasons.
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Creation reveals our Creator’s glory. In nature we learn that God
is powerful, that he enjoys variety, loves beauty, is organized, and
is wise and creative. The Bible says, “Ihe heavens declare the glory
of God.”!
Throughout history, God has revealed his glory to people in
different settings. He revealed it first in the Garden of Eden, then
P to Moses, then in the tabernacle
and the temple, then through Jesus,
and now through the church.? It
was portrayed as a consuming fire, a

Living for Gods glory is the

greatest achievement we can cloud, thunder, smoke, and a

accomplish with our lives. brilliant light.? In heaven, God’s
glory provides all the light needed.
TN The Bible says, “The city does not
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it
light.”*

God’s glory is best seen in Jesus Christ. He, the Light of the
world, illuminates God’s nature. Because of Jesus, we are no
longer in the dark about what God is really like. The Bible says,
“The Son is the radiance of God’s glory.”® Jesus came to earth so
we could fully understand God’s glory. “The Word became human
and lived amony us. We saw his glory . .. a glovy full of yrace and
truth.”°

God’s inherent glory is what he possesses because he is God. It
is his nature. We cannot add anything to this glory, just as it
would be impossible for us to make the sun shine brighter. But
we are commanded to recognize his glory, honor his glory, declare
his glory, praise his glory, reflect his glory, and /ive tor his glory.”
Why? Because God deserves it! We owe him every honor we can
possibly give. Since God made all things, he deserves all the glory.
The Bible says, “You are worthy, O Lovd our God, to receive glory
and honor and power. For you crveated everything.”3

In the entire universe, only two of God’s creations fail to bring
glory to him: fallen angels (demons) and us (people). All sin, at its
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root, is failing to give God glory. It is loving anything else more
than God. Refusing to bring glory to God is prideful rebellion,
and it is the sin that caused SatanOs fallNand ours, too. In
different ways we have all lived for our own glory, not GodOs. The
Bible saysOAIl have sinned and fall short of the glory of G8d.O

None of us have given God the full glory he deserves from our
lives. This is the worst sin and the biggest mistake we can make.
On the other hand, living for GodOs glory is the greatest
achievement we can accomplish with our lives. God say3They
are my own people, and | created them to bring me glofys@it
ought to be the supreme goal of our lives.

How Can | Bring Glory to God?

Jesus told the FatherQl brought glory to you here on earth by
doing everything you told me to dé!Qesus honored God by
fulfilling his purpose on earth. We honor God the same way.
When anything in creation fulfills its purpose, it brings glory to
God. Birds bring glory to God by flying, chirping, nesting, and
doing other bird-like activities that God intended. Even the lowly

ant brings glory to God when it g —
fulfills the purpose it was created
for. God made ants to be ants, and When anything in creation

he made you to be you. St. Irenaeus
said, OThe glory of God is a human
being fully alive!O it brings glory to God.
There are many ways to bring
glory to God, but they can be TSI
summarized in GodOs five purposes for your life. We will spend the
rest of this book looking at them in detail, but here is an overview:
We bring God glory by worshiping him.  Worship is our first
responsibility to God. We worship God by enjoying him. C. S.
Lewis said, Oln commanding us to glorify him, God is inviting us
to enjoy him.O God wants our worship to be motivated by love,
thanksgiving, and delight, not duty.

fulfills its purpose,
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John Piper notes, OGod is most glorified in us when we are
most satisfied in him.O
Worship is far more than praising, singing, and praying to God.
Worship is a lifestyle ofenjoyingGod, loving him, and giving
ourselves to be used for his purposes. When you use your life for
GodOs glory, everything you do can become an act of worship.
The Bible saysOUse your whole body as a tool to do what is right for
the glory of God.®
We bring God glory by loving other believers.  When you
were born again, you became a part of GodOs family. Following
Christ is not just a matter of believing; it also include®elonging
and learning to love the family of God. John
wrote, OOur love for each other proves that we

H# 8% ( have gone from death to lifelCPaul said,OAccept

THE REASON _ _
FOR each other just as Christ has accepted you; then
EVERYTHING God will be glorified.@

It is your responsibility to learn how to love as
God does, because God is love, and it honors
him. Jesus saidDAs | have loved you, so you must love one another.
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.5
We bring God glory by becoming like Christ. ~ Once we are
born into GodOs family, he wants us to grow to spiritual maturity.
What does that look like? Spiritual maturity is becoming like Jesus
in the way we think, feel, and act. The more you develop
Christlike character, the more you will bring glory to God. The
Bible saysOAs the Spirit of the Lord works within us, we become
more and more like him and reflect his glory even mo¥e.O
God gave you a new life and a new nature when you accepted
Christ. Now, for the rest of your life on earth, God wants to
continue the process of changing your character. The Bible says,
OMay you always be filled with the fruit of your salvationNthose
good things that are produced in your life by Jesus ChristNfor this
will bring much glory and praise to God:0O
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We bring God glory by serving others with our gifts. Each
of us was uniquely designed by God with talents, gifts, skills, and
abilities. The way youOre OwiredO is not an accident. God didnOt
give you your abilities for selfish purposes. They were given to
benefit others, just as others were given abilities for your benefit.
The Bible saysOGod has given gifts to each of you from his great
variety of spiritual gifts. Manage them well so that GodOs generosity
can flow through you. . .. Are you called to help others? Do it with all
the strength and energy that God supplies. Then God will be given
glory.Gs

We bring God glory by telling others about him. God
doesnOt want his love and purposes kept a secret. Once we know
the truth, he expects us to share it with others. This is a great
privilegeNintroducing others to Jesus, helping them discover
their purpose, and preparing them for their eternal destiny. The
Bible says OAs GodOs grace brings more and more people to
Christ, . .. God will receive more and more glorif.O

What Will You Live for?

Living the rest of your life for the glory of God will require a
change in your priorities, your schedule, your relationships, and
everything else. It will sometimes mean choosing a difficult path
instead of an easy one. Even Jesus struggled with this. Knowing
he was about to be crucified, he cried outOMy soul has become
troubled; and what shall | say, OFather, save Me from this hourO? But
for this purpose | came to this hour. Father, glorify
Thy name.®@

Jesus stood at a fork in the road. Would
he fulfill his purpose and bring glory to
God, or would he shrink back and live a
comfortable, self-centered life? You face the
same choice. Will you live for your own goals,
comfort, and pleasure, or will you live the rest of your life for
GodOs glory, knowing that he has promised eternal rewards? The
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Bible says OAnyone who holds on to life just as it is destroys that
life. But if you let it go, . . . youOll have it forever, real and
eternal.G?

1tOs time to settle this issuaVhoare you going to live forN
yourself or God? You may hesitate, wondering whether you will
have strength to live for God. DonOt worry. God will give you
what you need if you will just make the choice to live for him.

The Bible saysOEverything that goes into a life of pleasing God has
been miraculously given to us by getting to know, personally and
intimately, the One who invited us to God®O

Right now, God is inviting you to live for his glory by fulfilling
the purposes he made you for. ItOs really the only way to live.
Everything else is jusexisting Real life begins by committing
yourself completely to Jesus Christ. If you are not sure you have
done this, all you need to do isreceiveand believeThe Bible
promises,OTo all who received him, to those who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of G8d\G@I you
accept GodOs offer?

First, believe. Believe God loves you and made you for his
purposes. Believe youOre not an accident. Believe you were made

to last forever. Believe God has
W, —_— : :
chosen you to have a relationship
Esus will give you everthft Jesus, -WhO died on the cross
for >90u. Believe that no matter
you need to live for himwhat youdve done, God wants to
forgive you.

— &~ R Second, receive. Receive Jesus
into your life as your Lord and Savior. Receive his forgiveness for
your sins. Receive his Spirit, who will give you the power to fulfill
your life purpose. The Bible saysDWhoever accepts and trusts the
Son gets in on everything, life complete and forevéNdherever
you are reading this, | invite you to bow your head and quietly
whisper the prayer that will change your eternityOJesus, | believe
in you and | receive you.Go ahead.
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If you sincerely meant that prayer, congratulations! Welcome to
the family of God! You are now ready to discover and start living
GodOs purpose for your life. | urge you to tell someone about it.
YouOre going to need support. If you email mésee appendix , |
will send you a little booklet | wrote called Your First Steps for
Spiritual Growth.

> —_————— e — —— —
Day Seven
Thinking about My Purpose

Verse to Remember: OFor everything comes from God
alone. Everything lives by his power, and everything is for |

|
,' Point to Ponder: ItOs all for him.
?
' his glory.CRomans 11:36 (LB) '

Question to Consider: Where in my daily routine can |
become more aware of GodOs glory? |
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YOU WERE PLANNED
FOR GODOS PLEASURE

For God has planted them like strong
and graceful oaks for his own glory.
Isaiah 61:3 (LB)






Planned for GodOs Pleasure

You created everything, and it is for your
pleasure that they exist and were created.

Revelation 4:11 (NLT)

The Lord takes pleasure in his people.
Psalm 149:4a (TEV)

You were planned for GodOs pleasure.

The moment you were born into the world, God was there as
an unseen witnessymiling at your birth. He wanted you alive,
and your arrival gave him great pleasure. God did noteed to
create you, but hechose to create you for his own enjoyment. You
exist for his benefit, his glory, his purpose, and his delight.

Bringing enjoyment to God, living for his pleasure, is the first
purpose of your life. When you fully understand this truth, you
will never again have a problem with feeling insignificant. It
proves your worth. If you arethat important to God, and he
considers you valuable enough to keep with him for eternity, what
greater significance could you have? You are a child of God, and
you bring pleasure to God like nothing else he has ever created.
The Bible says,“Because of his love God had already decided that
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through Jesus Christ he would make us his childrenNthis was his
pleasure and purpose.O

One of the greatest gifts God has given you is the ability to
enjoy pleasure. He wired you with five senses and emotions so
you can experience it. He wants you to enjoy life, not just endure
it. The reason you are able to enjoy pleasure is that God made
you in his image.

We often forget that God has emotions, too. He feels things
very deeply. The Bible tells us that God grieves, gets jealous and
angry, and feels compassion, pity, sorrow, and sympathy as well as
happiness, gladness, and satisfaction. God loves, delights, gets
pleasure, rejoices, enjoys, and even laughs!

Bringing pleasure to God is called Oworship.O The Bible
saysOThe Lord is pleased only with those who worship him and trust
his love.©

Anything you do that brings pleasure to God is an act of
worship. Like a diamond, worship ismultifaceted. It would take
volumes to coverall there is to understand about worship, but we
will look at the primary aspects of worship in this section.

Anthropologists have noted that worship is a universal urge,
hard-wired by God into the very fiber of our beingNan inbuilt
need to connect with God. Worship is as natural as eating or
breathing. If we fail to worship God, we always find a substitute,

P . even if it ends up being ourslelves..
The reason God made us with this

Anything you do that desire is that he desires worshipers!

_ Jesus said0rhe Father seeks
brings pleasure to God [Sorshipers.©

an act of worship. Depending on your religious
background, you may need to
TN N expand your understanding of

Oworship.O You may think of church services with singing,
praying, and listening to a sermon. Or you may think of
ceremonies, candles, and communion. Or you may think of
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healing, miracles, and ecstatic experiences. Worship can include
these elements, but worship igar more than these expressions.
Worship is a lifestyle.

Worship is far more than music. For many people, worship is
just a synonym for music. They say, OAt our church we have the
worship first, and then the teaching.O This is a big
misunderstanding.Everypart of a
church service is an act of worship:
praying, Scripture reading, singing,
confession, silence, being still, -
listening to a sermon, taking notes, than music.
giving an offering, baptism,
communion, signing a commitment
card, and even greeting other worshipers.

Actually, worship predates music. Adam worshiped in the
Garden of Eden, but music isnOt mentioned until Genesis 4:21
with the birth of Jubal. If worship were just music, then all who
are nonmusical could never worship. Worship is far more than
music.

Even worse, OworshipO is often misused to refer to a particular
styleof music: OFirst we sang a hymn, theng@raise and worship
song.O Or, Ol like the fast praise songs but enjoy the slow worship
songs the most.O In this usage, if a song is fast or loud or uses
brass instruments, itOs considered Opraise.O But if it is slow and
quiet and intimate, maybe accompanied by guitar, thatOs worship.
This is a common misuse of the term Oworship.O

Worship has nothing to do with the style or volume or speed of
a song. God loves all kinds of music because he invented it allN
fast and slow, loud and soft, old and new. You probably donOt like
it all, but God does! If it is offered to God in spirit and truth, it is
an act of worship.

Christians often disagree over the style of music used in
worship, passionately defending their preferred style as the most
biblical or God-honoring. But there is no biblical style! There are

\eP

Worship is far more

N
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no musical notes in the Bible; we donOt even have the instruments
they used in Bible times.

Frankly, the music style you like best says more aboyouN
your background and personalityNthan it does about God. One
ethnic groupOs music can sound like noise to another. But God
likes variety and enjoys it all.

There is no such thing as OChristianO music; there are only
Christian lyrics. It is the words that make a song sacred, not the

tune. There are no spiritual tunes. If | played a song

't $968.) for you without the words, youOd have no way of
PLANNED knowing if it were a OChristianO song.
FOR Worship is not for your benefit. As a pastor, |

GODOS receive notes that say, Ol loved the worship today.
PLEASURE | got a lot out of it.O This is another misconception
about worship. It isnOt for our benefit! We worship
for GodOs benefit. When we worship, our goal is to bring pleasure
to God, not ourselves.

If you have ever said, Ol didnOt get anything out of worship
today,O you worshiped for the wrong reason. Worship isnOt for
you. ItOs for God. Of course, most OworshipO services also include
elements of fellowship, edification, and evangelism, and theeze
benefits to worship, but we donOt worship to please ourselves.
Our motive is to bring glory and pleasure to our Creator.

In Isaiah 29 God complains about worship that is half-hearted
and hypocritical. The people were offering God stale prayers,
insincere praise, empty words, and man-made rituals without even
thinking about the meaning. GodOs heart is not touched by
tradition in worship, but by passion and commitment. The Bible
saysOrhese people come near to me with their mouth and honor me
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me
is made up only of rules taught by meh.O

Worship is not a part of your life; it is your life. Worship is
not just for church services. We are told t@worship him
continually® and to Opraise him from sunrise to sunséti®the
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Bible people praised God at work, at home, in battle, in jail,

and even in bed! Praise should be the first activity when you open
your eyes in the morning and the last activity when you close
them at night.8 David said, Ol will thank the Lord at all times. My
mouth will always praise him.©

Every activity can be transformed into an act of worship when
you do it for the praise, glory, and pleasure of God. The Bible
saysOSo whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for
the glory of God.®Martin Luther said, OA dairymaid can milk
cows to the glory of God.O

How is it possible to do everything to the glory of God? By
doing everything as if you were doing it for Jesasd by carrying
on a continual conversation with him while you do it. The Bible
says OWhatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men.®

This is the secret to a lifestyle of worshipNdoing everything as
if you were doing it for Jesus. The Message paraphrase says,
OTake your everyday, ordinary lifeNyour sleeping, eating, going-to-
work, and walking-around lifeNand place it before God as an
offering.02 Work becomes worship when you
dedicate it to God and perform it with an
awareness of his presence.

When | first fell in love with my wife, | thought
of her constantly: while eating breakfast, driving to
school, attending class, waiting in line at the
market, pumping gasNI could not stop thinking
about this woman! | often talked to myself about
her and thought about all the things | loved about her. This
helped me feel close to Kay even though we lived several hundred
miles apart and attended different colleges. By constantly thinking
of her, | wasabiding in her love This is what real worship is all
aboutN falling in love with Jesus.
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Day Eight
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder : | was planned for GodOs pleasure.

Verse to Remember: Orhe Lord takes pleasure in his
people.@Psalm 149:4a (TEV)

———— A — —
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Question to Consider: What common task could | |
start doing as if | were doing it directly for Jesus? J
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The Purpose-Driven Life 68



What Makes God Smile?

May the Lord smile on you....
Numbers 6:25 (NLT)

Snile on me, your servant;
teach me the right way to live.
Psalm 119:135 (Msg)

The smile of God is the goal of your life.

Since pleasing God is the first purpose of your life, your most
important task is to discover how to do that. The Bible says,
OFigure out what will please Christ, and then do it.Bortunately,
the Bible gives us a clear example of a life that gives pleasure to
God. The manOs name was Noah.

In NoahOs day, the entire world had become morally bankrupt.
Everyone lived for their own pleasure, not GodOs. God couldnOt find
anyoneon earth interested in pleasing him, so he was grieved and
regretted making man. God became so disgusted with the human
race that he considered wiping it out. But there was one man who
made God smile. The Bible say$)Noah was a pleasure to the Lofd.O

God said, OThis guy brings me pleasure. He makes me smile.
IOl start over with his family.O Because Noah brought pleasure to
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God, you and | are alive today. From his life we learn the five acts
of worship that make God smile.
God smiles when we love him supremely. Noah loved God
more than anything else in the world, even whemo one elsaid!
The Bible tells us that for his entire life, ONoah consistently
followed GodOs will and enjoyed a close relationship with Him.O
This is what God wants most from you: a relationship! 1tOs the
most astounding truth in the universeNthat our Creator wants to
fellowship with us. God made you to love you, and he longs for
you to love him back. He saysQI donOt want your sacrificesNI want
your love; | donOt want your offeringsNI want you to know nie.O
Can you sense GodOs passion for you in this verse? God deeply
loves you anddesiregour love in return. He longsfor you to
know him and spend time with him. This is why learning to love
God and be loved by him should be the greatest objective of your
life. Nothing else comes close in importance. Jesus called it the
greatest commandment. He saidDLove the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the
first and greatest commandment:O
God smiles when we trust him completely. The second
reason Noah pleased God was that he trusted God, even when it
didnOt make sense. The Bible sag3By faith, Noah built a ship in
the middle of dry land. He was
e warned about something he couldnOt
O%e, and acted on what he was
told. . .. As a result, Noah became
you is a relationship. intimate with God.&»
Imagine this scene: One day God
N - comes to Noah and says, OlOm
disappointed in human beings. In the entire world, no one but
you thinks about me. But Noah, when | look at you, | start
smiling. IOm pleased with your life, so 10m going to flood the
world and start over with your family. | want you to build a giant
ship that will save you and the animals.O

What God wants most fr

The Purpose-Driven Life 70



There were three problems that could have caused Noah to
doubt. First, Noah had never seen rain, because prior to the
Flood, God irrigated the earth from the ground up.” Second,
Noah lived hundreds of miles from the nearest ocean. Even if he
could learn to build a ship, how would he get it to water? Third,
there was the problem of rounding up all the animals
and then caring for them. But Noah didnOt
complain or make excuses. He trusted God
completely, and that made God smile.

Trusting God completely means having faith
that he knows what is best for your life. You
expect him to keep his promises, help you with
problems, and do the impossible when necessary.
The Bible saysOHe takes pleasure in those that honor Him; in those
who trust in His constant love O

It took Noah 120 years to build the ark. | imagine he faced
many discouraging days. With no sign of rain year after year, he
was ruthlessly criticized as a Ocrazy man who thinks God speaks to
him.O | imagine NoahOs children were often embarrassed by the
giant ship being built in their front yard. Yet Noah kept on
trusting God.

In what areas of your life do you need to trust God completely?
Trusting is an act of worship. Just as parents are pleased when
children trust their love and wisdom, your faith makes God
happy. The Bible saysQWithout faith it is impossible to please
God.G

God smiles when we obey him wholeheartedly. Saving the
animal population from a worldwide flood required great attention
to logistics and details. Everything had to be dongust as God
prescribed itGod didnOt say, OBuild any old boat youOd like,
Noah.O He gave very detailed instructions as to the size, shape,
and materials of the ark as well as the different numbers of animals
to be brought on board. The Bible tells us NoahOs respongaSo
Noah did everything exactly as God had commanded hin.O
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Notice that Noah obeyed completelyno instruction was
overlooked), and he obeyedxactly(in the way and time God
wanted it done). That is wholeheartedness. It is no wonder God
smiled on Noah.

If God asked you to build a giant boat, donOt you think you
might have a few questions, objections, or reservations? Noah
didnOt. He obeyed God wholeheartedly. That means doing
whatever God asks without reservation or hesitation. You donOt
procrastinate and say, OIOIl pray about it.O You do it without delay.
Every parent knows that delayed obedience is really disobedience.

God doesnOt owe you an explanation or reason for everything
he asks you to do. Understanding can wait, but obedience canOt.
Instant obedience will teach you more about God than a lifetime
of Bible discussions. In fact, you will never understand some
commands until you obey them first. Obedience unlocks
understanding.

Often we try to offer God partial obedience. We want to pick
and choose the commands we obey. We make a list of the
commands we like and obey those while ignoring the ones we
think are unreasonable, difficult, expensive, or unpopular. 1OIl

e attend church but | won~(~)t tithe. 10l
read my Bible but wonOt forgive the
Trusting God completelyperson who hurt me. Yet partial
: . obedience is disobedience.
means having faith that he\NhoIehearted obedience is done
knows what is best for yoysylitety, with enthusiasm. The Bible
saysOObey him gladly!©This is
TSN the attitude of David: OJust tell me
what to do and | will do it, Lord. As long as | live 101l wholeheartedly
obey.®

James, speaking to Christiansaid, OWe please God by what we
do and not only by what we believe.GodOs Word is clear that you
canOt earn your salvation. It comes only by grace, not your effort.
But as a child of God you can bring pleasure to your heavenly
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Father through obedience. Any act of obedience is also an act of
worship. Why is obedience so pleasing to God? Because it proves
you really love him. Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey my
commandments.” 1+

God smiles when we praise and thank him continually. Few
things feel better than receiving heartfelt praise and appreciation
from someone else. God loves it, too. He smiles when we express
our adoration and gratitude to him.

Noah’s life brought pleasure to God because he lived with a
heart of praise and thanksgiving. Noah’s first act after surviving
the Flood was to express his thanks to God by offering a sacrifice.
The Bible says, “Then Noah built an altar to the Lovd . .. and
sacrificed burnt offerings on it.”1®

Because of Jesus’ sacrifice, we don’t offer animal sacrifices as
Noah did. Instead we are told to offer God “the sacrifice of
praise” 6 and “the sacrifice of thanksgiving.”'” We praise God for
who be is, and we thank God for what he has done. David said, “I
will praise God’s name in song and glovify him with thanksgiving.
This will please the Lord.” '8

An amazing thing happens when we offer praise and
thanksgiving to God. When we give God enjoyment, our own
hearts are filled with joy!

My mother loved to cook for me. Even after I married Kay,
when we would visit my parents, Mom prepared incredible home-
cooked feasts. One of her great pleasures in life was watching us
kids eat and enjoy what she prepared. The more we enjoyed
eating it, the more enjoyment it gave her.

But we also enjoyed pleasing Mom by expressing our
enjoyment of her meal. It worked both ways. As I would eat the
great meal, I would rave about it and praise my mother. 1
intended not only to enjoy the food but to please my mother.
Everyone was happy.

Worship works both ways, too. We enjoy what God has done
for us, and when we express that enjoyment to God, it brings him
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joyNbut it also increasesour joy. The book of Psalms say<)The
righteous are glad and rejoice in his presence; they are happy and
shout for joy.®

God smiles when we use our abilities. After the Flood, God
gave Noah these simple instructiong®Be fruitful and increase in
number and fill the earth. ... Everything that lives and moves will
be food for you. Just as | gave you the green plants, | now give you
everything.@

God said, OItOs time to get on with your life! Do the things |
designed humans to do. Make love to your spouse. Have babies.
Raise families. Plant crops and eat meals. Be humans! This is what
| made you to be!O

You may feel that the only time God is pleased with you is
when youOre doing OspiritualO activitiesNlike reading the Bible,

e atter?dlng churc.h, praying, or
sharing your faith. And you may
think God is unconcerned about
the other parts of your life. Actually,
every detail of your life.god enjoys watchingeverydetail of
your life, whether you are working,

— &S R playing, resting, or eating. He
doesnOt miss a single move you make. The Bible tells©3he steps
of the godly are directed by the Lord. He delights in every detail of
their lives.®

Every human activity, except sin, can be done for GodOs
pleasure if you do it with an attitude of praise. You can wash
dishes, repair a machine, sell a product, write a computer
program, grow a crop, and raise a family for the glory of God.

Like a proud parent, God especially enjoys watching you use
the talents and abilities he has given you. God intentionally
gifted us differently for his enjoyment. He has made some to be
athletic and some to be analytical. You may be gifted at
mechanics or mathematics or music or a thousand other skills.
All these abilities can bring a smile to GodOs face. The Bible

God enjoys watching
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says,OHe has shaped each person in turn; now he watches
everything we do®

You don®t bring glory or pleasure to God by hiding your
abilities or by trying to be someone else. You only bring him
enjoyment by being you. Anytime you reject any part of
yourself, you are rejecting GodOs wisdom and

sovereignty in creating you. God say€)You have no s

right to argue with your Creator. You are merely a clay pot R/AV:I?I;S
shaped by a potter. The clay doesnOt ask, OWhy did you GOD
me this way?&0O SMILE?

In the film Chariots of Fire,Olympic runner Eric
Liddell says, Ol believe God made me for a purpose, but
he also made me fast, and when | run, | feel GodOs pleasure.O
Later he says, OTo give up running would be to hold him in
contempt.O There are nainspiritual abilities, just misused ones.
Start using yours for GodOs pleasure.

God also gains pleasure in watching yoenjoyhis creation. He
gave you eyes to enjoy beauty, ears to enjoy sounds, your nose
and taste buds to enjoy smells and tastes, and the nerves under
your skin to enjoy touch. Every act of enjoyment becomes an act
of worship when you thank God for it. In fact, the Bible says,
OGod . .. generously gives us everything for our enjoyrifent.O

God even enjoys watching you sleep! When my children were
small, | remember the deep satisfaction of watching them sleep.
Sometimes the day had been filled with problems and
disobedience, but asleep they looked contented, secure, and
peaceful, and | was reminded of how much I love them.

My children didnOt have to do anything for me to enjoy them. |
was happy to just watch thenbreathing,because | loved them so
much. As their little chests would rise and fall, 10d smile, and
sometimes tears of joy filled my eyes. When you are sleeping, God
gazes at you with love, because you were his idea. He loves you as
if you were the only person on earth.
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Parents do not require their children to be perfect, or even
mature, in order to enjoy them. They enjoy them at every stage of
development. In the same way, God doesnOt wait for you to reach
maturity before he starts liking you. He loves and enjoys you at
every stage of your spiritual development.

You may have had unpleasable teachers or parents as you were
growing up. Please donOt assume God feels that way about you.
He knows you are incapable of being perfect or sinless. The Bible
saysOHe certainly knows what we are made of. He bears in mind
that we are dust.&

What God looks at is the attitude of your heart: Is pleasing him
your deepest desire? This was PaulOs life g@altore than anything
else, however, we want to please him, whether in our home here or
there.G® When you live in light of eternity, your focus changes
from OHow much pleasure am | getting out of life?O to OHow
much pleasure is God getting out of my life?O

God is looking for people like Noah in the twenty-first centuryN
people willing to live for the pleasure of God. The Bible says,
OThe Lord looks down from heaven on all mankind to see if there are
any who are wise, who want to please G&d.O

Will you make pleasing God the goal of your life? There is
nothing that God wonOt do for the person totally absorbed with
this goal.

o —_——— e ———_— — ——

Day Nine
Thinking about My Purpose
Point to Ponder: God smiles when | trust him. i

J

| !
| Verse to Remember: OThe Lord is pleased with those whoy
i worship him and trust his love.Bsalm 147:11 (CEV) |

Question to Consider: Since God knows what is best,
in what areas of my life do | need to trust him most?
S f— i D
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The Heart of Worship

Give yourselves to God....
Surrender your whole being to him
to be used for righteous purposes.
Romans 6:13 (TEV)

The heart of worship is surrender.

Surrenderis an unpopular word, disliked almost as much as the
word submissionlt implies losing, and no one wants to be doser
Surrenderevokes the unpleasant images of admitting defeat in
battle, forfeiting a game, or yielding to a stronger opponent. The
word is almost always used in a negative context. Captured
criminals surrenderto authorities.

In todayOs competitive culture we are taught to never give up
and never give inNso we donOt hear much about surrendering. If
winning is everything, surrendering isunthinkable. We would
rather talk about winning, succeeding, overcoming, and
conquering than yielding, submitting, obeying, and surrendering.
But surrendering to God is the heart of worship. It is the natural
response to GodOs amazing love and mercy. We give ourselves to
him, not out of fear or duty, but in love, Obecause he first loved ts.O
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After spending eleven chapters of the book of Romans
explaining GodOs incredible grace to us, Paul urges us to fully
surrender our lives to God in worship:OSo then, my friends,
because of GodOs great mercy to us . .. offer yourselves as a living
sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This
is the true worship that you should offér.O

True worshipNbringing God pleasureNhappens when you
give yourself completely to God. Notice the first and last words of
that verse are the samaffer.

Offering yourself to God is what worship is all about.

This act of personal surrender is called many things: consecration,
making Jesus your Lord, taking up your cross, dying to self,

yielding to the Spirit. What matters
NP is that you do it, not what you call it.
God wants your lifeNall of it.
ﬁnety—five percent is not enough.
what worship is all about. There are three barriers that
block our total surrender to God:

RN fear, pride, and confusion. We donOt
realize how much God loves us, we want to control our own lives,
and we misunderstand the meaning of surrender.

Can | trust God? Trustis an essential ingredient to surrender.
You wonOt surrender to God unless you trust him, but you canOt
trust him until you know him better. Fear keeps us from
surrendering, butlove casts out all feafhe more you realize how
much God loves you, the easier surrender becomes.

How do you know God loves you? He gives you many
evidences: God says he loves yéyouOre never out of his sigHt;
he cares about every detail of your lifehe gave you the capacity
to enjoy all kinds of pleasuré; he has good plans for your life; he
forgives you® and he is lovingly patient with you? God loves you
infinitely more than you can imagine.

The greatest expression of this is the sacrifice of GodOs Son for
you. OGod proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners

Offering yourself to God
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Christ died for us.® If you want to know how much you matter to
God, look at Christ with his arms outstretched on the cross, saying,
Ol love you this much! 10d rather die than live without you.O

God is not a cruel slave driver or a bully who uses brute force
to coerce us into submission. He doesnOt try to break our will,
but woos us to himself so that we might offer ourselves freely to
him. God is a lover and a liberator, and surrendering to him
brings freedom, not bondage. When we completely surrender
ourselves to Jesus, we discover that he is not a tyrant, but a savior;
not a boss, but a brother; not a dictator, but a friend.

Admitting our limitations. A second barrier to total
surrender is our pride. We donOt want to admit that weOre just
creatures and not in charge of everything. It is the oldest
temptation: OYouOll be like God!Qhat desireNto have complete
controlNis the cause of so much stress in our lives. Life is a
struggle, but what most people donOt realize is that our struggle,
like JacobOs, is really a struggle with God! We want to be God,
and thereOs no way we are going to win that struggle.

A. W. Tozer said, OThe reason why many are still troubled, still
seeking, still making little forward progress is because they
havenOt yet come to the end of themselves. WeOre still
trying to give orders, and interfering with GodOs

o ) % $968"
work within us.O ’

~ THE
We arenOt God andeverwill be. We are humans. HEART
It is when we try to be God that we end up most like OF
Satan, who desired the same thing. WORSHIP

We accept our humanity intellectually, but not
emotionally. When faced with our own limitations,
we react with irritation, anger, and resentment. We want to be
taller (or shorter), smarter, stronger, more talented, more
beautiful, and wealthier. We want to have it all and do it all, and
we become upset when it doesnOt happen. Then when we notice
that God gave others characteristics we donOt have, we respond
with envy, jealousy, and self-pity.
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What it means to surrender. Surrendering to God is not
passive resignation, fatalism, or an excuse for laziness. It is not
accepting the status quo. It may mean the exact opposite:
sacrificing your life or suffering in order to change what needs to
be changed. God often calls surrendered people to do battle on

his behalf. Surrendering is not for cowards or doormats.
Likewise, it does not mean giving up rational
thinking. God would not waste the mind he gave
you! God does not want robots to serve him.

Surrendering is not repressing your personality.

God wants to use your unique personality. Rather
than its being diminished, surrendering
enhances it. C. S. Lewis observed, OThe more

we let God take us over, the more truly ourselves we
becomeNbecause he made us. He invented all the different
people that you and | were intended to be. ... Itis when | turn to
Christ, when | give up myself to His personality, that | first begin
to have a real personality of my own.O

Surrendering is best demonstrated in obedience. You s@yes,
LordOto whatever he asks of you. To sa@no, Lord@ to speak a
contradiction. You canOt call Jesus your Lord when you refuse to
obey him. After a night of failed fishing, Simon modeled surrender
when Jesus told him to try againOMaster, weOve worked hard all
night and havenOt caught anything. But because you say so, | will let
down the nets.®Surrendered people obey GodOs word, even if it
doesnOt make sense.

Another aspect of a fully surrendered life is trust. Abraham
followed GodOs leading without knowingvhereit would take him.
Hannah waited for GodOs perfect timing without knowingvhen
Mary expected a miracle without knowinghow Joseph trusted
GodOs purpose without knowingvhycircumstances happened the
way they did. Each of these people were fully surrendered to God.

You know youOre surrendered to God when you rely on God to
work things out instead of trying to manipulate others, force your
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agenda, and control the situation. You let go and let God work.
You donOt have to always be Oin charge.O The Bible says,
OSurrender yourself to the Lord, and wait patiently for hiri.O
Instead of trying harder, you trust more. You also know youOre
surrendered when you donOt react to criticism and rush to defend
yourself. Surrendered hearts show up best in relationships. You
donOt edge others out, you donOt demand your rights, and you
arenOt self-serving when youOre surrendered.

The most difficult area to surrender for many people is their
money. Many have thought, Ol want to live for God but | also
want to earn enough money to live comfortably and retire
someday.O Retirement is not the goal of a surrendered life,
because it competes with God for the primary attention of our
lives. Jesus said)You cannoserveboth God and money©and
OWherever your treasure is, your heart will be at80.0

The supreme example of self-surrender is Jesus. The night
before his crucifixion Jesus surrendered himself to GodOs plan. He
prayed, OFather, everything is possible
for you. Please take this cup of N
suffering away from me. Yet | want
your will, not mine.G¢

Jesus didnOt pray, OGod, if youOre in obedience and trust.
ableto take away this pain, please
do s0.0 He had already affirmed TSN
that God can do anything! Instead he prayed, OGod, if it is igour
best interest to remove this suffering, please do sBut if it fulfills
your purpose, thatOs what | want, t00.0

Genuine surrender says, OFather, if this problem, pain, sickness,
or circumstance is needed to fulfill your purpose and glory in my
life or in anotherOs, pleasionOtake it away.O This level of
maturity does not come easy. In JesusO case, he agonized so much
over GodOs plan that he sweat drops of blood. Surrender is hard
work. In our case, it is intense warfare against our self-centered
nature.

SQirrender is best demonstrai
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The blessing of surrender. The Bible is crystal clear about
how you benefit when you fully surrender your life to God. First,
you experience peacedStop quarreling with God! If you agree with
him, you will have peace at last, and things will go well for yéu.0O
Next, you experience freedomOOffer yourselves to the ways of God
and the freedom never quits. . .. [his] commands set you free to live
openly in his freedom!Third, you experience GodOs power in
your life. Stubborn temptations and overwhelming problems can
be defeated by Christ when given to him.

As Joshua approached the biggest battle of his liféhe
encountered God, fell in worship before him, and surrendered his
plans. That surrender led to a stunning victory at Jericho. This is
the paradox: Victory comes through surrender. Surrender doesnOt
weaken you; it strengthens you. Surrendered to God, you donOt
have to fear or surrender to anything else. William Booth,
founder of the Salvation Army, said, OThe greatness of a manOs
power is in the measure of his surrender.O

Surrendered people are the ones God uses. God chose Mary to
be the mother of Jesus, not because she was talented or wealthy
or beautiful, but because she was totally surrendered to him.

When the angel explained GodOs improbable plan, she calmly
responded,Ol am the LordOs servant, and | am willing to accept
whatever he wants2®Nothing is more powerful than a

surrendered life in the hands of GodOSo give yourselves completely
to God.G

The best way to live. Everybody eventually surrenders to
something or someone. If not to God, you will surrender to the
opinions or expectations of others, to money, to resentment, to
fear, or to your own pride, lusts, or ego. You were designed to
worship GodNand if you fail to worship him, you will create
other things (idols) to give your life to. You are free to choose
what you surrender to, but you are not free from the
consequences of that choice. E. Stanley Jones said, OIf you donOt
surrender to Christ, you surrender to chaos.O

The Purpose-Driven Life 82



Surrender is not thebestway to live; it is theonlyway to live.
Nothing else works. All other approaches lead to frustration,
disappointment, and self-destruction. The King James Version calls
surrende’r Oyoureasonable P
service.@ Another version translates
it Oth? mostsensplway to s'er\{e Qurrender is not the best wa
God.C® Surrendering your life is not

a foolish emotional impulse but a to live; it is the only way to Ii

rational, intelligent act, the most Nothing else works.
responsible and sensible thing you
can do with your life. That is why e <A E—

Paul said,0So we make it our goal to please hifnYBur wisest
moments will be those when you say yes to God.

Sometimes it takes years, but eventually you discover that the
greatest hindrance to GodOs blessing in your life is not others, it is
yourselfNyour self-will, stubborn pride, and personal ambition.

You cannot fulfill GodOs purposes for your life while focusing on
your own plans.

If God is going to do his deepest work in you, it will begin with
this. So give it all to God: your past regrets, your present problems,
your future ambitions, your fears, dreams, weaknesses, habits, hurts,
and hang-ups. Put Jesus Christ in the driverOs seat of your life and
take your hands off the steering wheel. DonOt be afraid; nothing
under his control can ever be out of control. Mastered by Christ,
you can handle anything. You will be like Paul©l am ready for
anything and equal to anything through Him who infuses inner
strength into me, that is, | am self-sufficient in ChristOs sufficieriey.O

PaulOs moment of surrender occurred on the Damascus road
after he was knocked down by a blinding light. For others, God
gets our attention with less drastic methods. Regardless,
surrendering is never just a one-time event. Paul said, Ol die
daily.3% There is amomentof surrender, and there is thepractice
of surrender, which is moment-by-moment and lifelong. The
problem with a living sacrifice is that it can crawl off the altar, so
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you may have to resurrender your life fifty times a day. You must
make it a daily habit. Jesus sai@)If people want to follow me, they
must give up the things they want. They must be willing to give up
their lives daily to follow me

Let me warn you: When you decide to live a totally
surrendered life, that decision will be tested. Sometimes it will
mean doing inconvenient, unpopular, costly, or seemingly
iImpossible tasks. It will often mean doing the opposite of what
you feel like doing.

One of the great Christian leaders of the twentieth century was Bill
Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ. Through Crusade
staff around the world, the Four Spiritual Laws tract, and th&esus
film (seen by over four billion people), more than 150 million people
have come to Christ and will spend eternity in heaven.

| once asked Bill, OWhy did God use and bless your life so
much?O He said, OWhen | was a young man, | made a contract with
God. | literally wrote it out and signed my name at the bottom. It
said, OFrom this day forward, | am a slave of Jesus Christ. 0O

Have you ever signed a contract like that with God? Or are you
still arguing and struggling with God over his right to do with
your life as he pleases? Now is your time to surrenderNto GodOs
grace, love, and wisdom.

!w:av- - ——— e —— -—
Day Ten
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder: The heart of worship is surrender.

him to be used for righteous purposes.O

|

o |
‘ Verse to Remember: OSurrender your whole being to '
|
|
| Romans 6:13b (TEV)

Question to Consider: What area of my life am |
holding back from God?
2 — ol — et A
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Becoming Best Friends
with God

Snce we were restored to friendship with
God by the death of his Son while we were
still his enemies, we will certainly be delivered
from eternal punishment by his life.

Romans 5:10 (NLT)

God wants to be your best friend.

Your relationship to God has many different aspects: God is
your Creator and Maker, Lord and Master, Judge, Redeemer,
Father, Savior, and much moré.But the most shocking truth is
this: Almighty God yearns to be your Friend!

In Eden we see GodOs ideal relationship with us: Adam and Eve
enjoyed an intimate friendship with God. There were no rituals,
ceremonies, or religionNjust a simple loving relationship between
God and the people he created. Unhindered by quilt or fear,
Adam and Eve delighted in God, and he delighted in them.

We were made to live in GodOs continual presence, but after
the Fall, that ideal relationship was lost. Only a few people in
Old Testament times had the privilege of friendship with God.
Moses and Abraham were called Ofriends of God,O David was
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called Oa man after [GodOs] own heart,0 and Job, Enoch, and
Noah had intimate friendships with God? But fear of God, not
friendship, was more common in the Old Testament.

Then Jesus changed the situation. When he paid for our sins on
the cross, the veil in the temple that symbolized our separation
from God was split from top to bottom, indicating that direct
access to God was once again available.

Unlike the Old Testament priests who had to spend hours
preparing to meet him, we can now approach God anytime. The
Bible saysONow we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship

with GodNall because of what our Lord Jesus Christ

I $%58%'( has done for us in making us friends of Go#.O
BECOMING Friendship with God is possible only because of
BEST the grace of God and the sacrifice of Jesu®All this
FRIENDS is done by God, who through Christ changed us from

WITH GOD enemies into his friends!@he old hymn says,
OWhat a friend we have in Jesus,O but actually, God
invites us to enjoy friendship and fellowship with all three persons
of the Trinity: our Father,® the Son¢ and the Holy Spirit.”

Jesus saidQl no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not know his masterOs business. Instead, | have called you friends, for
everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to
you.® The word for friend in this verse does not mean a casual
acquaintance but a close, trusted relationship. The same word is
used to refer to the best man at a weddirfgand a kingOs inner
circle of intimate, trusted friends. In royal courts, servants must
keep their distance from the king, but the inner circle of trusted
friends enjoy close contact, direct access, and confidential
information.

That God would want me for a close friend is hard to
understand, but the Bible saysQHe is a God who is passionate
about his relationship with you®

God deeply desires that we know him intimately. In fact, he
planned the universe and orchestrated history, including the details
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of our lives, so that we could become his friends. The Bible says,
OHe made the entire human race and made the earth hospitable,
with plenty of time and space for living so we could seek after God,
and not just grope around in the dark but actualfjnd him.O

Knowing and loving God is our greatest privilege, and being
known and loved is GodOs greatest pleasure. God s&j$any
want to boast, they should boast that they know and understand
me. ... These are the things that please the.O

1tOs difficult to imagine how an intimate friendship is possible
between an omnipotent, invisible, perfect God and a finite, sinful
human being. ItOs easier to understand a Master-servant
relationship or a Creator-creation relationship or even Father-
child. But what does it mean when God wants me as a friend? By
looking at the lives of GodOs friends in the Bible, we learn six
secrets of friendship with God. We will look at two secrets in this
chapter and four more in the next.

Becoming a Best Friend of God

Through constant conversation. You will never grow a close
relationship with God by just attending church once a week or
even having a daily quiet time. Friendship with God is built by

sharingall your life experiences 7
with him.
Of course, it is important to Knowing and loving God

establish the habit of a daily

devotional time with God, 3 but he Is our greatest privilege,

wants more than an appointment in and being known and lovec
your schedule. He wants to be is GodOs greatest pleasur
included in everyactivity, every

conversation, every problem, and U -

even every thought. You can carry on a continuous, open-ended
conversation with him throughout your day, talking with him
about whatever you are doing or thinkingat that moment.
OPraying without ceasing®means conversing with God while
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shopping, driving, working, or performing any other everyday
tasks.

A common misconception is that Ospending time with GodO
means beingalonewith him. Of course, as Jesus modeled, you
need time alone with God, but that is only a fraction of your
waking hours. Everythingyou do can be Ospending time with
GodO if he is invited to be a part of it and you stay aware of his
presence.

The classic book on learning how to develop a constant
conversation with God isPracticing the Presence of Gdtlwas
written in the seventeenth century by Brother Lawrence, a
humble cook in a French monastery. Brother Lawrence was able
to turn even the most commonplace and menial tasks, like
preparing meals and washing dishes, into acts of praise and
communion with God. The key to friendship with God, he said, is
not changing what you do, but changingyour attitude toward
what you do. What you normally do for yourself you begin doing
for God, whether it is eating, bathing, working, relaxing, or
taking out the trash.

Today we often feel we must Oget awayO from our daily routine
in order to worship God, but that is only because we havenOt
learned to practice his presence all the time. Brother Lawrence
found it easy to worship God through the common tasks of life;
he didnOt have to go away for special spiritual retreats.

This is GodOs ideal. In Eden, worship was not an event to
attend, but a perpetual attitude; Adam and Eve were in constant
communion with God. Because God is with you all the time, no
place is any closer to God than the place where you are right now.
The Bible saysOHe rules everything and is everywhere and is in
everything.&

Another of Brother LawrenceOs helpful ideas was to pray
shorter conversational prayersontinually through the day rather
than trying to pray long sessions of complex prayers. To maintain
focus and counteract wandering thoughts, he said, Ol do not
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advise you to use a great multiplicity of words in prayer, since
long discourses are often the occasions for wanderingt@ an
age of attention deficit, this 450-year-old suggestion to keep it

simple seems to be particularly 7
relevant.

The Bible tells us toOpray all the Everything you do can be
time.O" How is it possible to do N : : , z
this? One way is to use Obreath R = odO i
prayersO throughout the day, as is invited to be a part of it ar
many Christians have done for you stay aware of his preser
centuries. You choose a brief
sentence or a simple phrase that can TN =

be repeated to Jesus in one breath: OYou are with me.O Ol receive
your grace.O OIOm depending on you.O Ol want to know you.O Ol
belong to you.O OHelp me trust you.O You can also use a short
phrase of Scripture: OFor me to live is Christ.O OYou will never
leave me.O OYou are my God.O Pray it as often as possible so it is
rooted deep in your heart. Just be sure that your motive is to

honor God, not control him.

Practicing the presence of God is a skill, a habit you can
develop. Just as musicians practice scales every day in order to
play beautiful music with ease, you must force yourself to think
about God at different times in your day. You must train your
mind to remember God.

At first you will need to create reminders to regularly bring
your thoughts back to the awareness that God is with you in that
moment. Begin by placing visual reminders around you. You
might post little notes that say,OGod is with me and for me right
now!OBenedictine monks use the hourly chimes of a clock to
remind them to pause and pray Othe hour prayer.O If you have a
watch or cell phone with an alarm, you could do the same.
Sometimes you will sense GodOs presence; other times you wonOt.

If you are seeking arexperiencef his presence through all of
this, you have missed the point. We donOt praise God to feel
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good, but to dogood. Your goal is not a feeling, but a continual
awareness of theeality that God is always present. That is the
lifestyle of worship.

Through continual meditation. A second way to establish a

friendship with God is by thinking about his Word throughout
your day. This is called meditation, and the Bible

repeatedly urges us to meditate on who God is,
what he has done, and what he has sai#l.

It is impossible to be GodOs friend apart from
knowing what he say¥ou canOt love God unless
you know him, and you canOt know him without

knowing his Word. The Bible says GodOrevealed
himself to Samuel through his word?@od still uses that
method today.

While you cannot spend all day studying the Bible, you can
think about it throughout the day, recalling verses you have read
or memorized and mulling them over in your mind.

Meditation is often misunderstood as some difficult, mysterious
ritual practiced by isolated monks and mystics. But meditation is
simply focused thinkingNa skill anyone can learn and use
anywhere.

When you think about a problem over and over in your mind,
thatOs called worry. When you think about GodOs Word over and
over in your mind, thatOs meditation. If you know how to worry;,
you already know how to meditate! You just need to switch your
attention from your problems to Bible verses. The more you
meditate on GodOs Word, the less you will have to worry about.

The reason God considered Job and David his close friends was
that they valued his Word above everything else, and they
thought about it continually throughout the day. Job admitted,

Ol have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily
bread.G° David said,OOh, how | love your law! | meditate on it all
day long.@' OThey are constantly in my thoughts. | cannot stop
thinking about them.®
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Friends share secrets, and God will share his secrets with you if
you develop the habit of thinking about his Word throughout the
day. God told Abraham his secrets, and he did the same with
Daniel, Paul, the disciples, and other friend%

When you read your Bible or hear a sermon or listen to a tape,
donOt just forget it and walk away. Develop the practice of
reviewing the truth in your mind, thinking about it over and over.
The more time you spend reviewing what God has said, the more
you will understand the OsecretsO of this life that most people
miss. The Bible saysQFriendship with God is reserved for those who
reverence him. With them alone he shares the secrets of his
promises.®

In the next chapter we will see four more secrets of cultivating
a friendship with God, but donOt wait until tomorrow. Start
today by practicing constant conversation with God and
continual meditation on his Word. Prayer lets you speak to God;
meditation lets God speak to you. Both are essential to becoming
a friend of God.

!u:ar- - ——— e —— -—
Day Eleven
Thinking about My Purpose

Point to Ponder: God wants to be my best friend.

for those who reverence hinP@alm 25:14a (LB) |
|

Question to Consider: What can | do to remind
myself to think about God and talk to him more often
throughout the day?

- - — - ————— TG

|
1 Verse to Remember: OFriendship with God is reserved |
!
l
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Developing Your Friendship
with God

He offers his friendship to the godly.
Proverbs 3:32 (NLT)

Draw close to God, and God
will draw close to you.
James 4:8 (NLT)

You are as close to God as you choose to be.

Like any friendship, you must work at developing your
friendship with God. It wonOt happen by accident. It takes desire,
time, and energy. If you want a deeper, more intimate connection
with God you must learn to honestly share your feelings with
him, trust him when he asks you to do something, learn to care
about what he cares about, and desire his friendship more than
anything else.

| must choose to be honest with God. The first building
block of a deeper friendship with God is complete honestyN
about your faults and your feelings. God doesnOt expect you to
be perfect, but he does insist on complete honesty. None of
GodOs friends in the Bible were perfect. If perfection was a
requirement for friendship with God, we would never be able to
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be his friends. Fortunately, because of GodOs grace, Jesus is still
the Ofriend of sinnersO

In the Bible, the friends of God were honest about their
feelings, often complaining, second-guessing, accusing, and
arguing with their Creator. God, however, didnOt seem to be
bothered by this frankness; in fact, he encouraged it.

God allowed Abraham to question and challenge him over the
destruction of the city of Sodom. Abraham pestered God over
what it would take to spare the city, negotiating God down from
fifty righteous people to only ten.

God also listened patiently to DavidOs many accusations of
unfairness, betrayal, and abandonment. God did not slay Jeremiah
when he claimed that God had tricked him. Job was allowed to
vent his bitterness during his ordeal, and in the end, God
defended Job for being honest, and he rebuked JobOs friends for
being inauthentic. God told them, OYou havenOt been honest either
with me or about meNnot the way my friend Job has. ... My friend
Job will now pray for you and | will accept his prayer.O

In one startling example of frank friendshi God honestly
expressed his total disgust with IsraelOs disobedience. He told
Moses he would keep his promise to give the Israelites the
Promised Land,but he wasnOt going one step farther with them in
the desert! God was fed up, and he P
let Moses know exactly how he felt.

Moses, speaking as a OfriendO of God doesn®t expect you to
God, responded with equal candor:

OLook, you tell me to lead this people perfect, but he does insist ¢

but you donOt let me know whom complete honesty.
youOre going to send with me. . .. If
IOm so special to you, let me in on = 2 S

your plans. ... DonOt forget, this is YOUR people, your
responsibility. . . If your presence doesnOt take the lead here, call this
trip off right now! How else will | know that youOre with me in this,
with me and your people? Are you traveling with us or not?...0 God
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said to Moses, OAll right. Just as you say; this also | will do, for | know
you well and you are special to m&.00
Can God handle that kind of frank, intense honesty from you?
Absolutely! Genuine friendship is built on disclosure. What may
appear asaudacity God views asauthenticity. God listens to the
passionate words of his friends; he is bored with predictable, pious
clichZs. To be GodOs friend, you must be honest to God, sharing
P yqur true feeling, not what you
think you ought to feel or say.
Bitterness is the greatest baftig/’kely that you need to
confess some hidden anger and
to friendship with God. resentment at God for certain areas
——s - of your life where ygu have fglt
cheated or disappointed. Until we
mature enough to understand that God usesverythingfor good
in our lives, we harbor resentment toward God over our
appearance, background, unanswered prayers, past hurts, and
other things we would change if we were God. People often
blame God for hurts caused by others. This creates what William
Backus calls Oyour hidden rift with God.O

Bitterness is the greatest barrier to friendship with God: Why
would | want to be GodOs friend if he allowedhis?The antidote,
of course, is to realize that Godalwaysacts in your best interest,
even when it is painful and you donOt understand it. But releasing
your resentment and revealing your feeling is the first step to
healing. As so many people in the Bible did, tell God exactly how
you feel?

To instruct us in candid honesty, God gave us the book of
PsalmsNa worship manual, full of ranting, raving, doubts, fears,
resentments, and deep passions combined with thanksgiving,
praise, and statements of faith. Every possible emotion is
catalogued in the Psalms. When you read the emotional
confessions of David and others, realize this is how God wangsu
to worship himNholding back nothing of what you feel. You can
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pray like David: Ol pour out my complaints before him and tell him
all my troubles. For | am overwhelmed.O

1tOs encouraging to know that all of GodOs closest friendsN
Moses, David, Abraham, Job, and othersNhad bouts with doubt.
But instead of masking their misgivings with pious clichZs, they
candidly voiced them openly and publicly. Expressing doubt is
sometimes the first step toward the next level of intimacy with
God.

| must choose to obey God in faith. Every time you trust
GodOs wisdom and do whatever he says, even when you donOt
understand it, you deepen your friendship with God. We donOt
normally think of obedience as a characteristic of friendship; thatOs
reserved for relationships with a parent or the boss or a superior
officer, not a friend. However, Jesus made it clear that obedience
is a condition of intimacy with God. He said, OYou are my friends
if you do what | command.O

In the last chapter | pointed out that the word Jesus used when
he called us OfriendsO could refer to the Ofriends of the kingO in a
royal court. While these close companions had special privileges,
they were still subject to the king and had to obey his commands.
We are friends with God, but we are not his equals. He is our
loving leader, and we follow him.

We obey God, not out of duty or fear or compulsion, but
because wdovehim and trust that he knows what is best for us.
We want to follow Christ out of gratitude for all

he has done for us, and the closer we follow ' $9%8/(&)
him, the deeper our friendship becomes. DEVELOPING
Unbelievers often think Christians obey out of YOUR
obligation or guilt or fear of punishment, but FRIENDSHIP
the opposite is true. Because we have been WITH GOD

forgiven and set free, we obey out of loveNand

our obedience brings great joy! Jesus sai@| have loved you even

as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey me,
you remain in my love, just as | obey my Father and remain in his
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love. | have told you this so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes,
your joy will overflow!®

Notice that Jesus expects us to do only what he did with the
Father. His relationship with his Father is the model for our
friendship with him. Jesus did whatever the Father asked him to
doNout of love.

True friendship isnOt passive; it acts. When Jesus asks us to love
others, help the needy, share our resources, keep our lives clean,
offer forgiveness, and bring others to him, love motivates us to
obey immediately.

We are often challenged to doOgreat things@@r God. Actually,
God is more pleased when we do small things for him out of
loving obedience. They may be unnoticed by others, but God
notices them and considers them acts of worship.

Great opportunities may come once in a lifetime, but small
opportunities surround us every day. Even through such simple
acts as telling the truth, being kind, and encouraging others, we
bring a smile to GodOs face. God treasures simple acts of
obedience more than our prayers, praise, or offerings. The Bible
tells us,OWhat pleases the Lord more: burnt offerings and sacrifices
or obedience to his voice? It is better to obey than to sacfifice.O

Jesus began his public ministry at age thirty by being baptized
by John. At that event God spoke from heavenOThis is my beloved
Son, and | am fully pleased with him®What had Jesus been
doing for thirty years that gave God so much pleasure? The Bible
says nothing about those hidden years except for a single phrase
in Luke 2:51: OHe went back to Nazareth with them, and lived
obediently with them@sg). Thirty years of pleasing God were
summed up in two words:Olived obedientlyQ!

| must choose to value what God values. This is what friends
doNthey care about what is important to the other person. The
more you become GodOs friend, the more you will care about the
things he cares about, grieve over the things he grieves over, and
rejoice over the things that bring pleasure to him.
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Paul is the best example of this. GodOs agenda was his agenda,
and GodOs passion was hi3The thing that has me so upset is that |
care about you so muchNthis is the passion of God burning inside
me!G* David felt the same wayOPassion for your house burns
within me, so those who insult you are also insulting rite.O

What does God care about most? The redemption of his
people. He wants all his lost children found! ThatOs the whole
reason Jesus came to earth. The dearest thing to the heart of God
Is the death of his Son. The second dearest thing is when his
children share that news with others. To be a friend of God, you
must care about all the people P
around you whom God cares
about. Friends of God tell their The more you become God
friends about God.

| must desire friendship with friend, the more you will car

God more than anything else. about the things he cares ab
The Psalms are filled with examples
of this desire. David passionately AN N

desired to know God above all else; he used words likenging,
yearning, thirsting, hungering He craved God. He said,OThe
thing | seek most of all is the privilege of meditating in his Temple,
living in his presence every day of my life, delighting in his
incomparable perfections and glory*dn another psalm he said,
OYour love means more than life to mg.O

JacobOs passion for GodOs blessing on his life was so intense that
he wrestled in the dirt all night with God, saying, Ol will not let
you go unless you bless #iel@e amazing part of that story is that
God, who is all powerful, let Jacob win! God isnOt offended when
we OwrestleO with him, because wrestling requires personal
contact and brings us close to him! It is also a passionate activity,
and God loves it when we are passionate with him.

Paul was another man passionate for friendship with God.
Nothing mattered more; it was the first priority, total focus, and
ultimate goal of his life. This is the reason God used Paul in such
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a great way. The Amplified translation expresses the full force of
PaulOs passioMy determined purpose is that | may know HimN
that | may progressively become more deeply and intimately
acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and
understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more
clearly.G¢

The truth isNyou are as close to Godas you choose to be
Intimate friendship with God is a choice, not an accident. You
must intentionally seek it. Do 